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RE-OPENING OF THE SCHOOLs. 
This week has seen the re-opening of the five 


veterinary schools which supply new graduates for |}, 


our profession. Entries, we understand, have fallen 
off a little, and two causes are mentioned as influ- 
encing this decline—the raising of the matricula- 
tion standard, and the apprehension of parents and 
guardians that veterinary practice is on the wane. 
Probably both causes have had their eftect, and 
_we hope that not much harm will be done to the 
schools, as we are sure that only good will come to 
the profession. The higher standard of matricula- 
tion will ensure another class of men entering the 
schools. We say “another,” not “a better,’ be- 
cause the question is controversial. The lower 
standard of matriculation admitted men who ob- 
tained their education in socially inferior schools, 
but men with quite as much natural intelligence, 
and often with more ambition and more energy 
than the youth who now finds his way into our 
circle. The higher standard brings us men with 
better social acquirements, with better mental 
training, and with better financial equipment for 
practice later. We should certainly say we had a 
“better” class if it were not for the very general 
complaints from practitioners concerning the modern 
assistants. ‘ They are casual, indifferent, tactless, 
and often lazy’ so say the old practitioners. 
Against this it must be remembered that for the 
last two or three years a large number of our best 
hew graduates have gone to the Colonies, where ap- 
Pointments carry far higher remuneration than is 
offered by private practitioners. It is said by the 
assistant that he is expected to do more than his 
salary really warrants, and that some of the service 
expected is not such as an educated scientfic man 
should be asked to give. 

Probably there are faults on both sides. There 
are in all classes lazy young snobs, and there are in 
ill professions tradesmen who sweat their em- 
bloyees. The veterinary profession is in a transi- 
tion stage-—from a business calling to a scientific 
btofession- and this always causes some friction 
ind discontent. In addition to this, preventive 
Uedicine is taking a prominent position in the 
Uinds of the public, and the purchase of drugs is 

‘lining except with those stupid people who 
Pittonise the lying quack. 
€ newer and the better way was indicated in 

“Very able and interesting introductory lecture 

rlvered by Professor Woodruff at the opening of 

* Royal Veterinary College. 


PERSONAL OR PROFESSIONAL. 


lose their sense of perspective, and imagine the profes- 
sion has received insult and injury when all that has 
happened is that their own feelings or pockets have been 
urt. 

There are not many serious grievances that the Regis- 
tration Committee cannot now attend to. When men 
send us bitter complaints and fail to appeal to the Regis- 
tration Committee we conclude that they know their 
case is weak, and insufficient for redress by our lawful 
tribunal, but that they may possibly hurt or annoy by 
obtaining publicity for their own one-sided statement. 

If a M.R.C.V.8. goes thirty miles from home to sell 
medicines to the clients of other members we have no 
doubt the Registration Committee is strong enongh to 
reach him. It is essentially a case for the Committee 
when the aggressor and the sufferer are both members 
of the profession. When, however, the aggressor is not 
a member the Committee have no power unles: some 
trespass is clearly made upon our title or description. 
In such a case, is it worth while to complain through 
the correspondence column of a journal? What good is 
expected ? 

Quite recently we had a most unpleasant case of using 
our columns to annoy another practitioner. No. 1 
wrote to say that No. 2 had taken work from him ata 
lower price, and then No. 2 wrote to say th:t he had 
accepted an offer from the owner ata fair price, knowin 
nothing of No. 1 having been applied to. We vablished 
both letters, but then No. 1 writes again a lette:, contain- 
ing no new facts, but some vague abuse of No. 2, which 
we declined to publish. Then came a post-card express- 
ing surprise that his letter had not appeared, and in 
reply toa letter from us a second post-card that is really 
too good to waste—“ TI shall not continue a subscriber to 
your journal. I expect fair play and ask no favour. If I 
make a mistake, must pay for it. I don’t state un- 
truths.” 

This post-card shows of course the difference between 
a personal and a professional question, and it exhibits 
the childish anger displayed by the man whose grievance 
is simply personal. 

LIMITATIONS. 


Most men have encountered occasions in which it has 
been demonstrated to them that they had reached their 
limit. There are a few however that never learn their 
limitations, not because they have never reached them, 
but because they have failed to recognise them. This 
latter condition is not one of intelligence. 

These reflections are forced upon us by a meeting on 
Wednesday evening at which we unfortunately could not 
attend, and which we know only by reports of those 
more happily situated. It was a meeting of the Com- 
mittee to consider the possibilities of Parliamentary 
Representation. About a year ago a meeting expressed 
its desire for such a thing and now, after lapse of time, 
all this meeting could do was to express a similar desire. 
We much regret that no report of the proceedings is avail- 
able. Perhaps some of the delegates may give publicity 
to them, and we hope for full reports. It is said that 
not for years has such a heated debate taken place. 
There were no personalities, at any rate each speaker 
who got enthusiastic felt bound to explain that he “had 
no personal feeling in the matter,” and we all know 


nal Journal. Professional grievances of course always | 


~ What is persenal from what 1s professional, and | 
men get so upset by a personal grievance that they 


what that means. One good reporter would have added 
to the gaiety of the profession for days. All wished for 
a Parliamentary representative, but none knew how 
to get him-—only a minority recognised our limitations. 


‘a 
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HYSTERIA OR MILK FEVER. 


On the morning of Sunday, April 22nd, I was 
called to see a cow that was said to be off her legs 


and in great pain. I found a middle-aged Guernsey 


cow five months gone in calf, lying on the ground 
in a semi-conscious condition, exhibiting all the 
symptoms of an ordinary imilk fever case occurring 
after calving. On enquiry I found I had treated 
the cow two years before for milk fever, and that 
she was of an extremely nervous temperament, 
shaking like an aspen leaf when spoken to roughly, 
and trembling during the process of milking. [ in- 


. jected the udder with Chinosol solution and air, 


bolstered the cow up, and had cold bandages ap- 
plied to the poll, leaving a dose or two of Chloral 
to be given ina few hours if no improvement was 
evident. 
Durlng the afternoon the cow stood up, started 
to eat, and did well till June 4th, when she went 
down again and was subjected to the same treat- 
ment, again with recovery. Whether the excitable 
nature of the cow or the previous attack of milk 
fever had anything to do with these attacks in the 
middle of pregnancy (colostrum cannot be blamed 
this time) Iam unable to say, but the rarity of 
the case and the success of Schmidt's treatment 
cause me to record it. JAMES FORBES. 
Truro. 


THE CASTRATION OF OSTRICHES. 


The following paper by Government Veterinary 
Surgeon Elley, was read at a meeting of the Oudt- 
shoorn Farmers’ and Fruit-Growers’ Association 
held on Saturday, July 21st, as reproduced by The 
Oudtshoorn Courant, Mr. Elley said :—Mr. Chair 
man and Gentlemen,—I must first thank you ‘for 
the honour you have done me in requesting me to 
read this paper before, I may safely say, the leading 
ostrich farmers in the world. I agreed to do so, 
not so much with the idea of telling you how I per- 
form the operation of castration upon ostriches, but 
with the hope that in the discussion which will fol- 
low I shall learn your opinions on the subject ; 
whether or not you consider it will be advantag- 
eous. Itis about two years since the idea of cas- 
trating birds first occurred to me. I was then 
travelling through the Swellendam district, and it 
struck me that an excess of male birds, under cer- 
tain conditions, must be a decided drawback. How- 
ever, at that time my permanent headquarters were 
in Cape Town and I had no opportunity of putting 
my ideas to the test, but after being moved to 
Beautort West and again coming into contact with 
birds, I discussed the subject with the leading 
farmings of that district and found they were of the 
Same opinion, and the Hon. P. D. de Villiers 
M.L.C., and Mr. J. P. de Villiers, to whom my best 
thanks are due, willingly consented to place some 
birds at my disposal, if I would attempt ‘the opera- 
ton. I then endeavoured to ascertain if it had 
ever been attempted previously, in order that I 


might have some data to go upon, but I could hear 
of nothing definite ; if it had been attempted, cer- 
tainly nothirg had been recorded, so that I had 
several things to consider, viz., (1) the site of the 
operation, (2) the best age at which to operate, and 
(3) the manner of controlling the bird, etc. Natur- 
ally, I first turned to the method I employ in the 
caponizing or castration of the ordinary farm-yard 
cockerel ; but after closely examining a bird and 
making a post-mortem examination, I came to the 
conclusion that it would be impracticable to operate 
by that method, the position of the upper leg and 
the large powerful muscles attached to it, rendering 
it almost impossible to make the incision in front of 
the leg, as recommended for cockerels, without in- 
juring the lungs. Regarding age, within certain 
limits, the younger the birds the better the results 
would probably be. After numerous post-mortem 
examinations I came to the conclusion that from 
eighteen months or two years old was the best age, 

the testes are then beginning to develop, are easily 
located, but are not yet so vascular as to occasion 

any probable risk of hemorrhage. Moreover at 

this age you would know from the feathers if the 

bird is going to be worth keeping for a breeding 

bird. After trying various methods of controlling 

birds, I came to the conclusion that it was safest 

and simplest to administer chloroform. My method 

of operating is as follows: — 

Have the birds brought into the kraal on the 
afternoon of the day before it is intended to operate, 
so that they may have no food whatever for say 
twenty hours before the cperation, as the less ingesta 
in the stomach and bowels, the better and easier It 
will be. If possible there should be three adjoin- 
ing kraals; the first in which to catch the birds, 
the second or middle for operating in, and the third 
in which to place the birds after the operation. The 
operating kraal should be well sprayed with a weak 
solution of Jeyes’ Fluid or Little’s Dip before com- 
mencing. The first bird is caught and brought to 
the operating kraal and the chloroform bag, place 
on his head with rather less than half an ounce 0 
chloroform (2—8 teaspoonfuls) on the cotton wool. 
One good boy can then hoid him until he 1s propery 
under the influence of the anwsthetic. A litt : 
more chloroform can be added after he is down, a? 
if necessary once or twice during the operation. 
One ounce, or at the most one-and-a-half oune 
should be sufficient for the whole operation. | —_ 
tain by moving the wings or striking bim, if he 
properly under, then place him on his left ye 
boy now grasps the right leg and brings !t si , y 
further forward than at right angles to the i a“ 
The seat of the operation is now exposed. It rae : 
the angle formed by the leg and the lower edge 
the innominate bone, about three inches — aa 
former and one-and-a-half inches below the . a. 
The innominate bone can be felt as a distinct 7 


es; 


running backwards and slightly downwan® 
the middle of the body immediately 
it corresponds to the lowest part 0 
which any feathers are found. 4! ‘ 
below this ridge that the incision 1S me "seat 
operator should now wash his h 


behind the leg: 
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of the operation with a solution of Jeyes’ Fluid or 
other disinfectant. 


THE OPERATION. 


Make an incision about four inches long, cutting 
from before backwards, in a line parallel with the 
ridge mentioned above. Cut down until the peri- 
toneum or thin membrane covering the bowels is 
reached. Care is required at this point. Having 
reached the peritoneum grasp it with the forceps, 


taking care not to include any of the gut, and draw 
it slightly towards the external wound, then make 
an opening through it just large enough to admit 
the hand. Pour a little carbolic oil over the right 
hand and force it gently through the opening into 
the abdominal cavity. The testes are easily loca- 
ted about three to four inches further forward than 
the incision, almost exactly between the upper 
extremities of the two legs, situated on and closely 
attached to the middle of the roof of the abdominal 

cavity, immediately below 


Tue CASTRATION OF OSTRICHES. 


the kidneys. In birds of 
an age which I have recom- 
mended for the operation 
they are felt as two elon- 
gated firm structures, about 
one-and-a-half inches long 
by a quarter of an inch 
broad, somewhat the shape 
of a *303 bullet. They lie 
about two inches apart, 
the left usually slightly 
more forward than the 
right. Having located them, 
the tissue round about them 
is easily broken down by 
the fingers, and a few twists 
liberate them and they fall 
into the palm of the hand. Both testes 
should be located before either is removed. 
With care the one can be liberated and held in 
‘ the palm of the band whilst the fingers free 
| the other one. It is thus only necessary for 
| the hand to enter the abdominal cavity once 
; and be once withdrawn, containing both 
testes. If the birds are in very good con- 
dition there will be a certain 
amount of fatty tissue 
round the testes which may 
give a little more trouble in 
removing them. Having 
withdrawn them it only re- 
mains to suture the wound. 
Thread a needle with fine 
catgut and put two or three 
stitches through the peri- 
toneum or membrane, tak- 
ing care not to prick the 
bowel in doing so. Then 
stitch the external wound 
with three or four stitches 
including the skin and 
muscle. Dress the ~— 
wound with a little iodo- 
form and the operation is 
“ee complete. Whilst the last 
stitches are being put in, 
the chloroform bag should 
have been removed. Allow 


1. Bird going under chloroform ; ht 
1) Bird under and ready for the the bird to lie quietly until 
# operation, Mr. De Villiers is pointing 

to the site of incision; 3. Bird sleep- 
ing after operation, the sutured ex- 
ternal wound can be well seen; 4. frighten him up or he will 


he wakes up and let him 
take his own time about 
rising, and on no account 


2! Bird waking up from chloroform. invariably attempt to rise 
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before the effects of the chloroform have quite passed 
off, and in falling or struggling the stitches may be 
broken. Watch the breathing throughout the opera- 
tion, it should be steady and regular. , Should it be- 
come jerky or irregular, at once open the end of the 
chloroform bag and admit more air. 


ArrerR TREATMENT. 


For the first twenty-four hours after the operation 
the birds should be placed in as quiet a camp as 
possible, where they are not likely to be frightened 
or made torun. Green lucerne is the best food 
before and after the operation. 


INSTRUMENTS. 


All the instruments required by anyone operating 
by this method are: (a) chloroform bag, such as the 
one I have had made, (b) sharp knives, (c) needles 
and cat-gut, (d) needle-holder. This latter will be 
found useful for the deep stitches in the peri- 
toneum. 


ADVANTAGES RESULTING FROM THE OPERATION. 


Having described the operation I will briefly 
enumerate the advantages which it is claimed will 
result from it. 

1. It is claimed that with the increased condition 
of the bird which is sure to follow the operation, 
there will be increased weight of feathers. 

2. That owing to the quieter life of the bird the 
feathers will be less damaged by fighting or scrap- 
ing on the ground than in the entire bird. 

3. In droughts or when food is scarce, castrated 
birds will keep in fair condition where entire birds 
would starve. 

4. I believe the flesh of a capon will prove an 
acceptable article of human food. I am quite pre- 
pared for this idea to be ridiculed to-day, but in time 
to come it may be considered. 

This then I think brings the paper to a close. I 
purposely left the benefits which it is claimed will 
result from the operation, until the end, so that they 
might be fresh on your memories when the discus- 
sion opens, as it is on this point particularly that I 
wish to hear the opinions of you all. I am aware 
that the method of the operation itself may be im- 
proved upon, but you may safely leave that to the 
veterinary staff, once we are convinced of the ad- 
vantages which will arise from it. 

Gentlemen, I thank you for your kind attention. 

At the conclusion of the paper, which was received 
with applanse, Mr. Elley’s “instruments,” and a 
series of photographs clearly showing the manner of 
the operation, were exhibited. 

Mr. J. M. Raubenheimer said they were all 
greatly beholden to Mr. Elley for his excellent 
paper, and it was clear that the very best of their 
ostrich farmers had much to learn from their 
veterinary surgeon. He had much pleasure in pro- 
posing a very hearty vote of thanks to Mr. Elley 
for his admirable lecture. This was seconded b 
Mr. Maurice Meiring and carried by acclamation. ‘i 

Mr. Meiring said that he was convinced that the 
caponising of male ostriches would result in a 
heavier crop of feathers, and he trusted that all of 


Elley every assistance and encouragement in his 
experiments and investigations. 

Mr. J. H. J. le Roux said be had been deeply 
interested in the paper. He would ask Mr. Elley 
to give them some information as to the cost of the 
operation. 

Mr. Elley said the Government Veterinary Sur- 
geon’s services were free. The farmers could give 
the necessary assistance themselves, and about 3s. 
worth of chloroform would be sufficient for more 
than a dozen birds. 

Mr. Rex asked whether there was any danger in 
the operation, and whether it was of so simple a 
nature that it might easily be learnt by intelligent 
young farmers who had a bent that way ? 

Mr. Elley said he had never once failed in his 
operation and the manner of it was certainly simple 
enough for any intelligent young man to learn 
easily. 

Mr. Ernest Edmeades said that he had seen Mr. 
Elley perform an operation and it was simplicity 
itself. 

Mr. A. E. Martin said that he, too, was of opinion 
that the operation would result in a heavier crop of 
feathers and perhaps also they would have longer 
feathers, but the one point upon which he was not 
satisfied was that the feathers might lose their 
natural gloss, which was an important considera- 
tion with buyers. He would suggest that experi- 
ments should be made by comparing the feathers 
of birds before and after the operation, and also the 
feathers of birds that had been castrated with those 
of the same broods that had been left entire. 
Several other members expressed the same view. 
Mr. Allan said that the committee would arrange 
for demonstrations on certain farms and that notice 
would be given to those neighbours who were 
interested so that they might come and see the 
operations performed. 

On the motion of Mr. Rex it was resolved that 
the Secretary have 500 copies of Mr. Elley’s paper 
printed in English and Dutch for distribution 
amongst ostrich farmers.—The Transvaal Journal. 


VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 
OF IRELAND. 
(Coneluded from page 191). 


Report or CounctL. 


Gentlemen, since our last General Meeting in May, 
your Council have had the following matters under con 
sideration, vnd now submit their report for your al 
proval. ti 

(1) With reference to the meeting of the Royal Insti- 
tute of Public Health which was held at Cork from 
June 28th to July 3rd, the delegate (Col. Steel) W — 
you appointed to represent this Association \ rote at 
say he found it impossible to attend ; consequently | 


. e- 
the last moment we were obliged to seek anothe nc wel 
services 
act for Us, 
later 


gate, and we were fortunate enough to secure tl 
of Prof. Craig, who most kindly undertook to act | 
and he will read you his report of the proceedinss 
on to-night. sess- 
(2) With reference to the case of a gentleman Possry 
ing a foreign diploma, who was practising 1” ne 


them who were ostrich farmers woit!d give Mr. 


hich allusions 
Monaghan as a veterinary surgeon, to which, = ai 
have been made in former reports of Counct', 
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the case before the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons 
with the request that proceedings be instituted at once 
in order to deter the gentleman from practising. The 
R.C.V.S. took the matter up, and the following report 
from the Solicitor of that body will show that our action 
in the matter was entirely successful :— 

(3) We are led to believe that a similar case to the 
foregoing exists in another part of the country, and we 
are at present making investigation with a view to pre- 
venting a continuance of the grievance. No donbt in 
our next report we will be in a position to give you 
further particulars. 

(4) The Council received a letter from Mr. Patrick 
dealing with a most important subject, but as the matter 
hangs on the definition of what a “ Practising veterinary 
surgeon” is within the meaning of the Statute, it was 
resolved that a letter be written to the R.C.V.S. asking 
whether a veterinary surgeon in official service is a 
practising veterinary surgeon within the meaning of the 
Statute. 

(5) The following circular letter was received from 
Mr. G. Thatcher (Solicitor to the R.C.V.S.), and con- 
sidered at our last Council meeting. It was then 
decided to give it*in detail in this report. It is as 
follows :— 

“Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 
July 20, 1906. 

Dear Sir,—The Central Veterinary Medical Society 
recently brought before the Council cf the Royal College 
of Veterinary Surgeons a resolution with regard to In- 
spectors of the Royal Society for the Prevention of 
Cruelty to Animals, giving evidence as expert witnesses, 
and the matier was referred to a Committee to report. 

Lain directed to write to you and ask you to place 
this letter before your Suciety, with a request that par- 
ticulars of any cases on the point, which hive come 
before any members of your Society, may be forwarded 

tome as soon es possible. It is desirable that full 
details should be given of every case, especially stating 
dates, names, and places, for the guidance of the Com- 
mittee, on the understanding that tkere will be no pub- 
lication of them without the consent of the informant. 
—Yours faithfully, (Signed) Gro. THATCHER.” 

(6) At our last Council meeting, a discussion on the 
subject matter of professional contracts was opened by 
the reading of the following letter received from the 
President : 

“116 Stephens Green, Dublin. 
Angust 20, 1906. 

“Dear Allen,—In asking the members of the V.M.A.L. 

to consider the subject matter of “ Professional Con- 

tracts,” in order to save the time of the meeting, and to 
tty and prevent personal matters from being introduced, 
consider it advisable to submit the subject briefly in 
the following manner. 
he members of the profession are sometimes asked 
to tender for contracts for their professional services, no 
salary or fees being fixed, and apparently the ability of 
€ applicants, or their qualifications to perform the 
lies, are considered secondary requirements, the 

“sential being the lowest price, as if our services were 

Hereantile commodities, and in obtaining same it was a 

Nere business transaction to purchase it at the lowest 

Mee. It is not for us to decide as to the merits or de- 

herits of individual professional gentlemen, and_the 

} urdity of placing all on one level as regards ability, 

atl consider that we are called on to decide whether 

Sor is not derogatory for members of this profession 

a ender for appointments of the character described 
a fore-going, as the competitors are invited to 
inne their fees, which I hold is unprofessional com- 
ton, as it causes rivalry in diminishing our fees, and 
“teby lessens our incomes and lowers the status of our 


Government appointments with fixed salaries were 
thrown*open to competition on similar lines, the conse- 
quence no doubt would be that tenders would be offered 
for them by professional gentlemen at starvation prices. 

If we decide that such conduct (cutting down of fees) 
is derogatory, then we should pass a resolution to that 
etfect, and write to all public bodies who advertise for 
our services on these lines, requesting them to fix their 
salaries and select the candidates for same in some other 
manner than that described. 

I also suggest that practitioners should meet and f/x 
our professional fees, especially as regards contracts. 

As I amaware that there is considerable difference in 
this city as regards contract fees, so far as I know prices 
are accepted which of themselves are not remunerative, in 
fact if such contracts are honestly fulfilled—that is the 
duties properly performed, and the necessary medicines, 
etc., supplied—it would be at a loss to the profesional 
gentlemen. Of course the contracts may be accepted 
as sprats to catch salmon. If such conduct is considered 
proper on the part of some, no doubt others will follow 
suit, with an ending not pleasant to contemplate. 
—Yours very truly, 

(Signed) Jas. McKenny.” 

The subject was considered of such importance that it 
was resolved to submit it for debate at the November 
meeting. 

(7) Considerable discussion having taken place as to 
the appointment of an Inspector to the Mount Bellew 
Union, it is considered advisable that the final action 
taken by the D.A.T.I. should be made more generally 
known to the members of the profession, so as to dispel 
any misapprehension which may, or probably does, exist 
relative to this question. It, therefore, was resolved 
that the letter of the President of this Association, 
dated the 7th inst., to the Secretary of the Department, 
together with the reply of the latter with an enclosure, 
should all appear in full in this report. The various 
cou;munications referred to read as follows : 


“ Re APPOINTMENT OF Miss Cust. 
116 Stephens Green, Dublin, 


August 7th, 1906. 

The Secretary, D.A.T.L., 

Upper Merrion Street, Dublin. 

Dear Sir,—I have been informed that Miss Cust has 
been appointed Veterinary Inspector under the Diseases 
of Animals Act to the district of Mount Bellew, and re- 
spectfully ask if such is the fact, as the Council of the 
Veterinary Medical Association of Ireland will soon 
meet, and I shall consider it a favour if an answer 
within the next few days will be granted to me.—- Yours, 
faithfully, 

(Signed) Jas. McKenny, President.” 


Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction 
for Ireland, Upper Merrion Street, Dublin. 9th 
August, 1906. 

Sir,—-The Department of Agriculture and Technical 
Instruction for Lreland desire to acknowledge the receipt 
of your communication of the 7th instant, and in con- 
nection with the enquiry therein contained, to refer you 
to the enclosed copy of their letter « f 6th June last to the 
Secretary of the Galway County Council, on the subject 
of Miss Cust’s appointment.—[ am, sir, your obedient 
servant, 

(Signed) T. P. GILL, Secretary. 
[Copy]. 

Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction 
for Ireland, Upper Merrion Street, Dublin, 6th June, 
1906. 

The Secretary, Galway County Council, Galway. 

Sir,—With reference to your letter of the 17th ultimo, 


“881i0n both individually and collectively. Take, 


in instance, the following illustration : If all the present 


with enclosure, and to your further letter of the 24th 
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ultimo on the subject of the appointment of a Veteri- 
nary Inspector for the Monnt Bellew Rural District, I 
have to acquaint you, for the information of the Galway 
County Council, that in view of the circumstance that 
the appointment in question has been more widely ad- 
vertised than was the case on the previous occasion, and 
that no fully qualified candidate applied for the post, the 
Department are prepared to acquiesce in tne appoint- 
ment, as a provisional arrangement, of an Inspector who 
does not possess the qualifications prescribed for Veteri- 
Inspectors. 
hey accordingly approve of the appointment of Miss 
Cust to act as Inspector—not Veterinary Inspector—- 
under the Diseases of Animals Acts, for the Mount 
Bellew Rural District, in which she will reside. _ 

It should be clearly understood that as Miss Cust is 
not a duly qualified veterinary surgeon, she has no claim 
to the title of a ‘Veterinary Inspector. Her proper 
designation will be that of ‘Inspector.’—I am, sir, your 


obedient servant, 
(Signed) T. P. GILL, Secretary. 


(8) A circular letter was received from the Central 
Veterinary Medical Association, in which they asked 
that a resolution ve an annual registration fee be con- 
sidered. 

It was decided that the matter be postponed until it 
has been considered by the Committee of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons. 


CONGRESS OF THE Roya. INSTITUTE OF PUBLIC 
HeattTH at Cork. 


Report by Prof. J. F. Crate, M.A., M.R.C.V.S. 


_ Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen,—Owing to the 
inability of Colonel Steel, the delegate appointed at the 
last meeting, to attend the Congress of the Royal Insti- 
tute of Public Health, 1 was requested by your Presi- 
dent to act in his stead, and have on that account the 
honour of presenting to you a report of the same. 

The Congress of the Royal Institute of Public Health 
was held in Queen’s College, Cork, from June 27th to 
July 3rd last under the presidency of Dr. Windle, 
M.A. M.D. F.RS., President of Queen’s College. In 
the course of his splendid inaugural address Dr. Windle 
said that no country at the present time required to pay 
more attention to matters connected with Public Health 
than Ireland. It was indeed a fact that the death rate 
from tuberculosis was steadily increasing whereas in 
England and Scotland it had been year by year steadily 
declining. He also referred to the increasing amount 
of insanity in Ireland, and the alleged reasons for the 
increase in these two scourges, and he pointed out to 
local authorities the necessity for taking all the advan- 
tages that they could from the Public Health Acts, and 
the various enactments which had from time to time 
been passed with the view of improving the health of 
those they had been elected to watch over. The mem- 
bers of the general public must also see to it that their 
Public Health Committees are doing all they can to 
the health. 

n the section of “ Veterinary Hygiene” Mr. E. Wallis 
Hoare, F.R.C.V.S., Cork, presided, and in his wth 
presidential address noted the changes which had 
occurred in the scope of the veterinarian’s work, the 
extension of his duties from the diagnosis and treatment 
of disease in animals to the suppression of diseases 
communicable from animals to man, the inspection of 
the meat supply and dairy inspection. In the suppres- 
sion of communicable diseases the veterinarian had done 
his part in spite of great difficulties ; had controlled 
tuberculosis, glanders, rabies, and anthrax, and was 
the only. one whose special training fitted him to super- 


lower animals and thus prevent their transinission to 


services of the veterinarian were not taken advantage 
of in the inspection of meat and in dairy inspection in 
Cork and in other places, and indicated that the only 
channel through which this state of affairs could be 
changed was the enlightenment of the public. 

Mr. J. Kelly, M.R.C.V.S., Dublin, next read a very 
eloquent paper on “The Proximity of Animals to Human 
Habitation in Cities and its Effect on the Public 
Health.” He referred to the unsatisfactory condition 
of the byres acd stables to be met with in a large city, 
their unsuitable situation, bad sanitation, insufficiency 
of pure air, overcrowding and their train of attending 
misfortunes. He gave it as his opinion that this condi- 
tion of things would never be completely abolished so 
long as the law empowers the edieed to increase the 
rent according to increase in valuation If tenants had 
the right of fixity of tenure and compensation for im- 
provements, then the sanitary authority could enforce 
regulaticns to improve the conditions of the dwellings 
of the lower animals without inflicting injury on an 
one section of the public. Mr. Kelly then dealt wit 
the incapacity of some of those who had to dispense the 
Public Health Acts, and the tendency to put sciertific 
knowledge in the background. Glanders and a few 
other diseases were noted as examples of diseases com- 
mon in large cities and transmissible from the lower ani- 
mals to the human subject. 

In the discussion which followed, a good deal of im- 
portance was attached to the presence of large numbers 
of pets, such as dogs and cats, in a city, and the neces- 
sity was urged for obtaining powers to control the 
number of these animals, and the housing accommoda- 
tion allowed to them. 

In an excellent paper on “ Diseases of the Udder and 
Milk Supply,” Prof. Mettam, B.Sc., M.R.C.V.S., especi- 
ally dwelt upon the symptoms of tuberculosis of the 
udder, and the paths of infection, and expressed the 
opinion that tubercle bacilli are not in the milk without 
a lesion of the mammary gland. The lesion might be 
very small and difficult to detect. In arriving at an 
opinion as to the condition of the udder four methods 
may be followed: (1) The application of tuberculin ; 
(2) Manual examination of the udder and its glands ; 
(3) Examination of the secretion by (a) microscopic 
examination after sedimentation and appropriate stain- 
ing, (6) animal experimentation ; (4) Harpooning of 
the quarter and withdrawing a portion of the affected 
gland for examination. Tuberculous milk must be con- 
demned because of the great probability that tubercu- 
losis is in this way conveyed to the human subject. The 
frequency of the transmission is probably much greater 
than formerly supposed, because cases of intestinal in- 
fection do not always develop abdominal lesions ; some- 
times the lesions were solely confined to the thorax. | 

Prof. Mettam noted that certain organisms pathogeui¢ 
to man might live in the udder of the cow without set- 
ting up any affection of that, and be distributed in the 
milk to the public, as in the cases recently reported by 
Drs. Dean and Todd. : 

Among the recommendations in the paper for the im- 
provement of the milk supply are the following: (« 
Improvement in stabling and preparation of the cows 
for the extraction of milk ; (6) supervision of the health 
and cleanliness of the milkers ; (c) Steaming or boiling 
of the utensils for the reception of the milk ; (d) Low 
temperature for the milk during transit and its spee¢y 
delivery to the consumer ; (e) Cleanliness and health o 
the retailers to be supervised. t 

In the discussion which followed it was agreed tha 
milk taken with all due precaution from the udder only 
contains tubercle bacilli when that gland is affected, 


: and als i service in giving 
vise the control and suppression of these diseases in the | a ee oe 4 


general reaction, not in ascertaining whetber a gland 1° 
tuberculous. If no reaction to the tuberculin 1s obtaine@, 


the human subject. He deplored the fact that the 


however, there is no tuberculosis of the udder. 
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Mr. P. J. Howard, M.R.C.V.S., Ennis, in a very useful 
paper on “ Dairy Inspection in Ireland,” deplored the 
almost entire absence of dairy inspection in Ireland. 
The conditions under which the present milk supply 
was obtained were in the majority of cases unsatisfactory 
and in many cases revolting. The cows were housed in 
holes without light or air ; the milk was sold pen, yaaa 
in general stores along with various groceries and even 
paraffin oil. To have a pure milk supply it was neces- 
sary to institute a thorough inspection of dairies and 
cows by the medical and veterinary officers of health 
acting in conjunction, the veterinary officers of health to 
examine the cattle and cowsheds, the medical officer of 
health to inspect the milkers and attendants. 

In the after discussion it was indicated that the want 
of dairy inspeetion in Ireland was due to the inactivity 
of the local authorities and that the laws on the matter, 
although very imperfect, could if brought into action 
produce a great deal of improvement in the condition of 
dairies and the milk supply of Ireland. 

It would be convenient how to refer to a paper in the 
Section of Bacteriology and Chemistry, read by Mr. 
Farrington, M.A., F.T.C., entitled “ Note on a case of 
Tuberculous Milk.* The sample of milk which he 
analysed was taken from a tuberculous udder. To naked 
eye appearances it was normal when cold, but curdled 
when heated. It contained a fairly good percentage of 
fats (3°85 per cent.), but was deficient in non-fatty 
solids (8 per cent). and mineral matters (6°3 per cent.) 

The discussion arising out of this paper brought out 
the interesting information that several of the medical 
officers of health present (including Sir C. Cameron, 
Dublin, and Dr. Marsden, M.O.H., Birkenhead) were in 
favour of a special service of veterinary officers of 
public health (quite separate from that of medical 
officers) to deal with the inspection of cows and 
cowsheds. 

The last meeting of the Section of Veterinary Hygiene 
was devoted to the reading and discussion of the two 
last papers on the programme. brie 

In his very interesting paper on “ Meat Inspection in 
Dnoblin,” Mr. Watson, M.R.C.V.S., Veterinary Inspector 
to the Dublin Corporatiou, gave an account of the 
development of meat inspection in Dublin, and of its 
present conditions. The staff of this Department now 
consists of the Medical Officer of Health, one Veterinary 

Inspector, two Meat Inspectors, and thirty Sanitary In- 
spectors. There is one public slaughterhouse and fifty- 
‘Ix private slaughterhouses, and the number of animals 
killed at the latter places is very much greater than at 
the public abattoir. Mr. Watson referred to the unsatis- 
factory nature of the inspection of carcases taken from 
the country and of imported foreign meat. Among 
the recommendations he made the following are the 
tore important :--(1) That all the private slaughter- 
honses should be abolished; (2) That all victuallers 
should ke licensed ; (3) Infectious diseases on victual- 
er’s premises should be notified ; (4) Compensation for 
some ona-fide diseased carcases is advisable; (5) A 
veterinary certificate should accompany all imported 
Meat coming into the country. For these recommenda- 
ions only words of approval were expressed by the 

‘ations members who touk part in the discussion. 

e last paper, “An accurate account of Anthrax,” 

‘as submitted by Mr. Cargill-Patrick, F.R.C.V.S. He 

‘scribed the nature of the disease, its cause and symp- 

‘ms and the means of transmission to the lower ani- 

als in this country. He pointed out that some of the 
‘threaks of recent years had been due to the use of con- 
“minated food-stuffs, such as oil cakes. In order to 
Neguard themselves, cattle owners should obtain a 
‘starantee with such materials that they contained no 


germs, or were innocuous. He also noted the 
m 


ts of human deaths from this cause in the British 


the human subject became infected. This infection 
occurs chiefly by inoculation and inhalation in the hand- 
ling of diseased carcases or animal products. To prevent 
the disease it is necessary to dispose carefully of the car- 
cases of animals affected and disinfect all imported ani- 
mal products which might contain the disease-produc- 
ing germ. 

At the close of the meeting the following resolutions 
were proposed and adopted as indicating the feelings of 
the Congress : 

(1) That local sanitary authorities be urged to abolish 
all private slaughterhouses and to establish public ab- 
batoirs where animals intended for the food of man may 
be examined prior to and after slaughter by a qualified 
veterinary officer. 

(2) That in the opinion of this Congress cows kept for 
the public supply of milk, both in town and country, 
should be regularly inspected by a qualitied veterinary 
surgeon appointed for the duty, and that all owners 
should be compelled to notify the existence of any 
disease of the udder as well as to the medical officer of 
health any case of illness among the workers in the 
dairy and members of the family coming in contact 
with the milk ; and further that powers should be ob- 
tained to enforce the destruction of all cows suffering 
from tuberculosis of the udder. 

In conclusion, gentlemen, I think I would not be 
doing my duty, and I would produce a very wrong im- 
pression, did I not give you my views upon the value of 
this Congress to the veterinary profession and to this 
Association. If properly managed, the Congress of the 
Roya! Institute of Public Health would do immeasura- 
ble good in furthering the interests of the profession and 
giving the public and kindred professions a proper idea 
of the attainments and true worth of the veterinarian. 
As it is, the Congress is of very little service in that 
direction. The meetings of the section of veterinary 
hygiene (and the same statement would apply to various 
other sections) were badly attended. In more than one 
instance the audience consisted of not more than half 
a dozen people, chiefly veterinary delegates, and reporters 
in many cases could not be obtained and if available 
would only give a very meagre account of the proceed- 
ings in the public press. The reason for the poor atten- 
dance is that the sectional meetings were being held at 
the same time as garden parties and excursions in con- 
nection with the Congress, and the people who should 
be expected t» attend the sectional meetings either 
prefer or are induced by some members of the fair sex 
to put in an appearance at the social gatherings. On 
that account the Congress of the Royal Institute of 
Public Health has degenerated into something little 
better than a social function. As a medium for the 
dissemination of knowledge connected with matters of 
public health it is hardly worthy of its name. I should 
therefore ask you to consider the advisability of discon- 
tinuing the appointment of a delegate to this Congress 
and look in another direction for some Congress or 
public meeting which is likely to be some service in fur- 
thering the interest of the profession and to which we 
may send one of our members to represent us. 


Hour or Counctt MEETINGS. 


Several of the country members—including Messrs. 
Byrne, Howard, Cargill Patrick, Healy, Winter and 
Cleary—raised the question as to the hour at which the 
meetings of Council were held (4.30 p.m.), and said it 
was very ur suitable for them, as it generally entailed 
the waste of two days, probable loss of clients, and 
much expense. That 7.30 or 8 p.m. would be better. 

The PrestpENnt pointed out that they had tried the 
experiment of fixing the later hour, and it had been a 
failure as it did not suit the city members, and in fact 
only one of their country colleagues (Mr. Patrick) had 


uring the past few years, and the ways in which 


attended. Accordingly, as they should have as good an 


| 
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attendance as possible, they had to revert to the 4.30 
honr. According to their rules, the arrangements for 
the Council meetings were in the hands of the Presi- 
dent’ and Secretary, and members might _ on the 
best arrangements being made—taking everything into 
consideration. 

A resolution on the subject, proposed by Mr. Mason, 
and seconded by Mr. Cleary, was ruled out of order. 

The meeting terminated with a vote of thanks to the 
President. 

Cnas. ALLEN, //on. See. 


SOUTHERN COUNTIES VETERINARY SOCIETY 


A meeting was held on Thursday the 27th September, 
at the Hotel Metropole, Brighton: thirty-five mem- 
bers and visitors signed the attendance book. Earlier 
in the day Mr. Reg. F. Wall, of London, gave a demon- 
stration in equine dentistry at Messrs. Burt’s Infirmary 
in Edward Street, and the new President, Mr. W. K. 
Stuart, M.R.C.V.S., of Hove, also extended his hospi- 
tality to the members by entertaining them toa recherché 
luncheon at the Hotel Metropole. Before leaving the 
luncheon tables, the members duly honoured the toast 
of “The King,” briefly submitted by the President. The 
health of Mr. Stuart himself was also cordially drunk on 
the proposition of his immediate predecessor in the 
presidential chair, Mr. F. W. Wragg, of London, and 
when Mr. Stuart rose to acknowledge the compliment 
the company received his rising with the singing of “For 
his a jolly good fellow.” 

The business meeting was presided over by Mr. 
Stuart, and the others who signed the attendance 
book were: Messrs. J. T. Angwin, Arundel; B. H. 
Benson, Bognor ; Gerald W. Bloxsome, Hove ; C. W. W. 
Brown, Southsea; W. Burt, W. Burt, junr., R. Burt, 
H. E. Audley Charles, Brighton ; W. A. Collins, Tenter- 
den ; H. Hall, East Grinstead; H. H. Jeffries, Guild- 


ford ; J. H. Lockwood, Brighton ; G. H. Livesey, Hove;| M 


A. Maynard, Bournemouth ; W. F. Maynard, Romsey ; 
J. W. Pritchard, Worthing ; R. H. Pinching, Horsham ; 
H. Redford, Winchester ; C. Roberts, Tunbridge Wells; 
P. J. Simpson, Maidenhead ; E. Lionel Stroud, London; 
H. Smith, Worthing; C. A. Squair, Reigate; J. A’ 
Todd, Worthing ; A. Whicher, Bexhill; F. T. Walder 
Crawley ; J. E. Wallis, Hailsham ; F. W. Wragg, Lon- 
don ; together with the f_llowing visitors: Dr. Waller 
Harrison (a past President of the British Dental Asso- 
ciation), Mr. R. A. Cripps (the Public Analyst for 
Bournemouth who attended as a representative of the 
Pharmaceutical Society); A. H. Collins, Worthing : 
F. Collins, Horsham; Geo. Martin, Brighton: R F. 
Wall, London. 

On the proposition of Mr. P. J. Simpson. see 
by Mr, E. L. Stroud, the minutes of the last so 
as published in 7'he Veterinary Record were taken 
as 

circular letter was read from the Solici 

Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons 
nished with particulars of any cases that might come to 
the notice of members of Inspectors of the RS PC.A 
giving evidence as expert medical witnesses, wee 

The Hon. SECRETARY also announced letters or tele- 
grams of regret at inability to attend from Prof. J 
Wortley Axe ; Col. Fred. Smith, Major R. GC. Butler, 
A.V.C.; Major J. A. Meredith, 1st Life Guards: Prof’ 
Hobday, and Messrs. R. Barron, J.T. Burden T. Bol- 
ton, E. Whitley Baker, L. Barnard, Chipping Norton : 
W. Caudwell, C. Carter, J. H. Callow, J. S. Channon. 
W. A. Dellagana, H. Edie, T. B. Goodall, H. Green’ 
E. R. Harding, P. Woodroffe Hill, C. Martin. J.B 
Martin, J.C. Munby, C. Pack, E. M. Perry R.’ Porch, 
London ; G. Parr, S. H. Slocock. W. Shipley, Great 
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Yarmouth ; C. H. Spurgeon, R. A. Thrale, D. Wyllie, 
A. Wheatley, Reading ; A. C. Wild. 


INSTRUMENTS. 


One member in expressing his regret at his inability 
to attend the meeting, incidentally asked if the Society 
possessed any instruments. . 

Mr. P. J. Srapson thought with reference to this en- 
quiry that the Suciety had now grown to such an extent 
that they ought to purchase a set of instruments. In 
the Royal Counties Society they had a set of dental in- 
struments which any member could have the use of on 
applying to the Hon. Sec., and his experience had been 
that those instruments were freely used. If the funds 
of the Society would stand it, he desired to propose 
that they obtain prices for the supply of a set of instru- 
ments. 

Mr. J. A. Topp pointed out that the Hon. Treasurer, 
Mr. E. Whitley Baker, was not present that day, and in 
these.circumstances Mr. Simpson said he would let the 
matter stand over till the next meeting. 


ELECTIONS AND NOMINATIONS. 


Messrs. W. F. Maynarp, Romsey; A. E. Roperts, 
Bournemouth ; and G. E. Ansort, Petersfield, duly pro- 
posed and seconded at the previous meeting, were 
formally elected members, on the proposition of Mr. 
G. T. Angwin, seconded by Mr. W. A. Collins. 

The following nominations were also made for election 
at the next meeting :—Mr. C. W. Howarp, Dorking, 
proposed by the President, seconded by Mr. Angwin. 

Major MerepiTu, Ist Life Guards, proposed by Mr. 
J. Alex. Todd, seconded by Mr. E. Lionel Stroud. __ 

Mr. Rec. F. Watt, London, proposed by Mr. Prit- 
chard, seconded by Mr. Livesey. 


Nex? MEETINGS. 


The PRESIDENT pointed out that unless they decided 
to hold a special meeting in December, as they did last 
year, _ next ordinary meeting would fall due in 
March. 

Mr. Livesry proposed that they have a special meet- 
ing in December. 

Mr. E. L. Stroup seconded, and this was carried. 

Mr. Watuis: I beg to propose that that meeting be 
held at Eastbourne. 

Mr. Benson preferred London for the December 
meeting, and pointed out that Eastbourne would be 
more suitable for their spring meeting next March. 

Mr. H. E. Auptey seconded Eastbourne, 
and Mr. Squair seconded London. On a show of hands 
being called tor, London was chosen by eleven votes 
to eight. ; 

Mr. PritcuarD next proposed that the special meet- 
ing be held if possible during the Cattle Show week, 
and that it be left to the President and Hon See. 
to arrange the actual date. 

Mr. BENson seconded, and the meeting agreed. 

It was also resolved on the proposition of Mr. Livesey, 
and seconded vy Mr. Charles and Mr. Collins, that, the 
March meeting of the Society should be held at East- 
bourne. 


Tur Royat Sanirary INstiTUTE—XXIIL. ConcRess. 


Mr. President and gentlemen,—-My first duty to-day 
is to thank you for having elected me your represent 
tive at the recent Congress of the Sanitary Institute he 
in the ancient city of Bristol. : _— 

Before entering into the actual business and —_ 
sions which took place there, should like to say 
words respecting some facts I had forcibly pat be 
me by fellow practitioners of this ancient city. Leigh 

You will no doubt be surprised to hear that Mr. Leig?, 


F.R.C.V.S., who presided at our meetings said in his 


had not taken 


address that Bristol, he regretted to say, 
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up the position she should in the veterinary scientific 
world, this being the first time in his experience of 
twenty-two years as a practioner that they had ever had 
a meeting of veterinary surgeons in Bristol, either in 
connection with a Sanitary Congress or a Veterinary 
Society, and he hoped that this might be a fruitful 
source of development, and that the local and neigh- 
bouring practitioners would come forward and join him 
in identifying themselves in scientific matters associated 
with the City and West of England, and prove them- 
selves to be worthy members of a worthy profession. 
Again, I discovered that there was only one veterinary 
surgeon in Bristol who belonged to a veterinary society 
(may I remark here that he was the youngest of all.) He 
belonged to the Western Counties Veterinary Associa- 
tion, and the nearest point they had ever had their 
meetings was Taunton, and I am of opinion that the 
City of Bath is in just as lethargic, or shall I say 
hibernating, state as Bristol. Considering the number 
of veterinary surgeons in the two cities and neighbour- 
hood, one would have thought that they would have 
had a nice society of their own. Alas, they areas sheep 
without a shepherd, but Iam sure if they only hada 
gentleman among them with the go and energy of our 
worthy Secretary, they would probably have as 
flourishing and prosperous a Society as ours, and one 
which would carry weight with its deliberations, and 
afford its members the best chances of exchanging views 
on different subjects and propagating a friendly and 
healthy interchange of thought and opinion. Therefore 
I want to impress upon you all, that we of the Southern 
Counties—although in the majority coming from the 
country, are far in advance of our brothers in the West. 

The opening of the Congress began with the usual 
address of welcome by the Mayor of the City, and 
other prominent functionaries and gentlemen. [ must 
say that Bristol welcomed the delegates and members 
with every show of hospitality, and a very extensive 
programme of lectures, entertainments, receptions and 
excursions were arranged. 

In the Drill Hall was a large Health Exhibition 
which was full of exhibits of interest, a few of which I 
might be pardoned for mentioning. I saw a compact 
little instrument with a two speed gear holding four 
test-tubes for the centrifugalisation of milk. A most 
tlaborate electrical appliance for the evolution of large 
(\Wantities of ozone, with an inhaler and nozzle attach- 
ments, the latter being used for projecting a stream of 
ozone to suppurating or ulcerated surface. This same 
instrument on a larger scale being used to pour large 
(uantities of ozone into the air of badly ventilated 
Places or rooms, theatres and large meeting halls, 
‘tables, ete. where the normal atmosphere becomes 
(wickly deprived of oxygen and the air becomes foul. 

_ The Hamatoscope, for the polarisation of the rays of 
light when shown through a film of blood, the spectrum 
of healthy blood differing from any abnormal conditions 
‘tch as seen in cases of anzemia, leuczemia, leucocythe- 
lla, Oligocytheemia, ete. 

\ ere were all sorts of improved dustcarts, ambu- 

‘nees, medical and surgical appliances, and exhibits too 

tumerous to mention. 

hesubjects chiefly discussed and on which papers were 
Contamination im Col ection and 
rnsit, by J. S. Luoyp, F.R.C.V.S., of Sheffield ; and on 
, Hygienie Control of the Milk Supply, by Dr. 
SA VAGE, of Colchester. 
found Lloyd’s paper and that of Dr. Savage will be 
In ourissues of July 21st and 28th.] 
hours debate on these two p:pers lasted about two 
Sand the difference of opinion was very varied. 
r. Armstrong, from New Zealand, said he feared 


t 
ii te subject was so large that their task was some- 


ne like disenssing this world and the next at the same 
4nd advocated the education of every person in 


the milk trade in that special branch of sanitary science, 
and he had little faith in legislation which meant party 
votes. 

Dr. Savage, in reply, said he believed in educating 
the farmer, but he would do it with a stick. The law 
was the best educator. He could get the law complied 
with, butetried in vain to get advice that he could not 
enforce carried into effect. 

Dr. Rideal proposed that a bacterial standard should 
be arrived at, and that a limit should be fixed and 
applied, giving a percentage limit of cocci and coli and 
foreign ingredients in milk. 

Prof. Hobday remarked that England, which profess- 
ed to be ahead in sanitary matters, was years behind 
Germany, France, Italy, Denmark, Belgium, and 
Switzerland. Their da'‘ries were palaces compared with 
the dairy systems of England. 

Sir Charles Cameron, of Dublin, remarked that he 
had never attended a Congress where the subject of 
milk had been more fully discussed ; he thought the 
Congress must have been held under the constellation 
of the “milky way.” He went on to say that he had 
given over all the inspection of cattle in his division 
to veterinary surgeons, as he considered them far better 
qualitied for the inspection of cattle in health and 
disease than medical men. 

These were the most prominent men whose speeches 
I took notes of. I might add that the adding of chemi- 
cal and other preservatives to milk was freely discussed, 
and it was agreed that nothing whatever should under 
any circumstances be added to milk, the best and only 
method being to keep the milk below 50°F. 

The Spread of Anthrax in Animalsand Man. Prof. 
J. DuNsTAN pointed out the seriousness of this evil, 
which was increasing. It is believed that man is 
attacked in more cases than were recognised, and for 
various reasons cattle owners were sometimes reluctant 
to notify a suspicious case. Prevention then must 
always be directed to the control of the disease in 
animals. So far as the home animal was concerned the 
regulations seemed sufficient if properly carried out. As 
to the foreign animal, which sent in infective material, 
he could but think some greater care might be taken at 
the ports. If it be true that wool, hair, and hides from 
certain foreign parts wee always infected they should 
be stopped from importation, although one quite recog- 
nises that no harassing restrictions on trade should be 
imposed, but where human life was concerned deadly 
dangerous material should be prohibited. The mere 
existence of a law prohibiting such dangerous imports 
as “dropped fleeces” which often meant the fleece re- 
moved from an animal dead of anthrax, would soon | 
force the vendors of such material to be more careful 
and to cease sending it. Every importation of anthrax 
infected material was a danger not only to the workers 
employed upon it but to the home stock of this country. 
The spores of anthrax bacilli were not easily killed, and 
the waste from works went as manure toour own fields 
and pastures to spread disease among our own stock. 

Prof. Dunstan urged that notification should be re- 
quired of all cases in animals and man; that the methods 
prescribed for action should be such as to lead to des- 
patch and immediate action of Local Authorities; and 
that the cremation process used by the Board of Agri- 
culture should be used for the destruction of carcases, 
There was little or no debate on this paper, as the two 
previous gentlemen had taken up nearly all the time, 
and Mr. Dunstan only gave cursory reading of what he 
had prepared. 

At the conclusion of this paper the following resolu- 
tion was passed :——“ That the present legislation in rela- 
tion to milk is inefficient and shonld be amended, and 
enactments should be made cowpulsory and general.” 

The Advantages of Public Abattoirs. Mr, Gro. 
ANDERSON introduced a discussiun. He said that the 
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advantages of public abattoirs as compared with private 
slaughterhouses were so apparent and numerous that it 
was difficult to understand what arguments can be 
advanced in favour of the latter. The private slaughter- 
house was an inestimable boon to the butcher as an 
individual, and none would deny that the advantages to 
him of being allowed to slaughter animals on his own 
premises cannot be over-estimated. Many of the 
slaughterhouses existed and were used prior to 1847, 
and thus had to be tolerated. Numerous structures 
doing duty as private slaughterhouses to-day were old 
buildings situated in densely crowded Iccalities, badly 
constructed, almost devoid of light and ventilation, and 
frequently ill-administered by the butchers, whose only 
consideration were their own convenience and profit. 
He did not wish to infer that al! private slaughter- 
houses came under this categury : but the system was 
one which lent itself to abuse, and frequently shielded 
unprincipled butchers, and permitted them to carry ona 
nefarious trade in diseased meat, which would be 
absolutely impossible in a public abattoir under muni- 
cipal control. He drew attention to the advantages 
the public would derive by compelling all cattle inten- 
ded for human consumption to i prepared in a public 
abattoir. 

They were as a rule lofty, well-ventilated, substantial 
buildings, kept scrupulously clean and fitted up with 
all the most modern appliances. They were provided 
for the benefit of the public without regard to profit, it 
being a rare occurrence to find “a Municipal abattoir 
that was self-supporting. It guaranted the inhabitants 
of a town a pure meat supply, for the animals are exam- 
ined both before and after slaughtering and were pre- 
pared in a manner best calculated to minimise the evils 
that were inseparable from the process, however care- 
ful the butcher might be, and it confined the nuisances 
and foul emanations to one place instead of allowing 
them to be spread over different parts of the town as at 
present. In conclusion, it wonld banish from the 
crowded districts the semi-public slaughtering now tak- 
ing place, often in the presence of children, which 
—_ have a very unwholesome effect upon the juvenile 
mind. 

In the subsequent discussion it was mentioned that 
this country was considerably behind some continental 
countries in the matter. It was also stated that the 
Continental abattoirs were paying concerns. 

Mr. Coleman, M.R.C.V.S., Swindon, said that none 
of the Inspectors knew the condition of the meat which 
was often sent to the towns for slaughter. He did not 
think there was any man so capable of judging the 
diseased or otherwise condition of carcases as a veteri- 
nary stirgeon. So far the veterinary surgeon had been 
thrown absolutely on one side, only being callec in in 
extreme cases, He would like to suggest that it be em- 
bodied in a resolution to the Local Government Board 
2 — — should be employed in con- 
junction with—not under— i i 
nae r—the Medical Officer of 

The following resolution was then passed ;—-“ That 
this Conference urges the Council of the Royal Sanitary 
Institute to make strong and early representations to 
the Local Government Board to grant powers to Local 
Sanitary Authorities : (2) To provide public abattoirs ; 
(4) To abolish private ;(c) That adequate 
meat inspection should be provided ; (d) To pe the 
stamping of meat that has passed inspection.” 

J.T. ANGwi, 


The PRESIDENT said they were all very m i 
. . u h 
given them did both him: ‘ i 
rea uimself and the Society 
Mr. LIONEL Stroud: I beg to propos 
vote of thanks to him for his 


best-written reports, I think, we have had the pleasure 
of listening to. 

Mr. Smiru seconded, and the same was carried by 
acclanimation. 


PARLIAMENTARY REPRESENTATION COMMITTEE. 


The following were elected delegates: Mr. Livesey 
proposed by Mr. Pritchard and seconded by Mr. Smith ; 
and Mr. Smith, proposed by Mr. Livesey and seconded 
by Mr. Benson. 

It was also agreed,on the suggestion of Mr. Stroud, 
seconded by Mr. Charles, that the two delegates should 
be asked to submit a report at the special meeting in 
December. 

“The action of the National Veterinary Defence 
Society towards a member of the 8.C.V.S.” was down 
on the agenda for further discussion, but when this was 
reached it was decided, on the proposition of Mr. Wragg, 
seconded by Mr. A. Maynard (the member referred to) 
to proceed with the next business. 


“On InrestrnaL Concretions,” by Mr. H. E. 
Audley Charles— Adjourned discussion. 


. PRESIDENT called upon Mr. Roberts to open the 
ebate. 

Mr. Roserts remarked that he so thoroughly agreed 
in most of the points in the paper that he could not say 
much against them in the way of criticism, but he should 
like to congratulate Mr. Charles on the paper he gave 
them. It was prepared at very short notice and given 
to them under very unusual circumstances (laughter) but 
it contained many useful and practical points. For 
instance there was the point of the shape of the stones 
and how they followed to a very great extent the shape 
of the nucleus around which they started. He hada 
specimen at home which started round a horse shoe nail. 
They might possibly remember that some ten or a dozen 
years ago there were nails that were grooved on one side 
and convex on the other ; and in this stone, which was 
about the size of a cricket ball, the markings of this con- 
vexity and concavity were clearly seen. 

Mr. F. W. Wraae observed that it was rather difficult 
for him to take part in the discussion inasmuch as he 
was not present when the paper was read. He might say, 
however, that he had had a great many of these cases 1n 
the course of his experience, and in some cases where 
calculi had been found in the intestines the animal had 
not shown any symptom of them during life. It was 
very difficult to diagnose calculi, as in fact it was to 
diagnose any disease of the bowels. When he jas @ 
young man he used to sit up many a night trying to 
diagnose some of these cases, but he had since come to 
the conclusion that he had wasted a great deal of his 
time which would have been much better spent in rest. 
The most frequent disease of the bowel in his opinion 
was twist of the small intestine, and he had also been 
able generally to connect this twist with the fact that the 
horse had been worked when suffering from colic. _ 

Mr. A. Maynarp remarked that in the part of the 
country where he received his earlier practice he never 
saw any calculi, but he then went down into Cornwal 
and in nearly every horse that he opened he found calculi. 
He might add that the horses down that part o! the 
country were fed on a good deal of bran. With resar 
to treatment he preferred ammon. carb. to eserine. 

Mr. E. Lionet Stroup desired to ask Mr. Wrage how 
— _ symptoms in cases of intussusception usua y 

asted. 

Mr. Wrace: To the best of my recollection nearer 
three weeks than anything. “th 

Mr. E. L. Srroup: I thought that was so, but 10 - 
case of dogs I have known them go from six Wee ‘ e 
two months. Continuing, Mr. Stroud said he a 
always understood that the symptoms of calculi wer" 
intermittent. He also stated th 
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general rule to diagnose stones in the bladder, because 
one could generally feel them, and in the case of dogs 
his experience had been that there was very little danger 
in opening the dogs’s bladder and removing the stone. 

Mr. A. Maynarp: Do they heal all right ? 

Mr. Stroup: Yes, very quickly. 

Mr. Maynarp: How about the sediment ? 

Mr. Stroup: You may get sediment, of course, but 
you can wash a great deal of it away by injections. 

Mr. Benson asked Mr. Stroud how he sutured the 
bladder. 

Mr. Stroup: Withsilk. Providing it was boiled 
I see no reason why the sutures should not r main for 
all time. There was also this other point in their favour, 
that they were much easier to tie. 

Mr. Watts asked Mr. Charles if he could give him 
any idea of how long it took the calculi to form. 

Mr. CHARLES: I have not the slightest idea. 

Mr. Watts: I am sorry, because I should like to 
have got your opinion. I had a case in which a horse 
seven or eight years old suffered from intermittent 
colic for three years., It eventually died, and when I 
made a post-mortem I took away several calculi. 

Mr. Livesey on being appealed to said he was afraid 
he could not add anything to this discussion, but he 
should advise Mr. Maynard if he came across a case of 
caleulus which he could distinctly feel by digital mani- 
pulation to let italone. (Laughter.) He had never come 
across a large calculus that did any material harm, but 
the formation of a number of smaller calculi, or sabu- 
lous material, which entered the urethra, caused trouble 
at once. 

Mr. Maynarp: WhatamI todo? Will you advise 
me, Mr. President ? 

Mr. PresipEnt : Take the advice of both. (Laughter.) 

Mr. WALLIs said he believed a treatment that had 
en very successful in the human subject had been 

Belladonna and Carb. of lithia. 

Mr. Wuicuer desired to ask Mr. Charles whether 
during the time the illness lasted, he had seen the horse 
pass faeces or noticed any alteration in the tempera- 
ment of the animal. He asked this question because a 
stone [produced] was taken from a mare that was very 
bad tempered towards the end and which had shown all 

the signs of colic except that she would not lie down. 

Mr. CHARLES was afraid he could not answer that 
question very definitely. The large specimen of calculi 
before them, for instance, was taken from a horse that 
had colic on and off for three years and that animal was 
perfectly good tempered. It passed a rather small 
(iantity of feces which gradually got less and less, but 
he did not attach much importance to that as the animal 

was eating very little. 

Mr. Wrace remarked that he was taught at school 
that when a horse sat upon its haunches, it was gener- 
illya symptom of calculus. But he had a case last 
Week of intussusception in which the animal continually 
‘’tup on its haunches. In his opinion the cause o 
‘eath in all these cases was that the calculi got firmly 
ixed in the sigmoid flexure of the colon. 

_On the close of the discussion Mr. H. Smith proposed 

‘hearty vote of thank to Mr. Charles for his paper, and 


. 


this was seconded by Mr. Burt and carried unanimously. 


“CANINE AND FELINE EXPERTS,” * 
By G. H. Livesry, M.R.C.V.S. 


The action which I have taken in this matter does not 
; ui to have found favour with a proportion of the pro- 
~ who, no donbt rightly, thought that no monopoly 

ld be granted by Parliament to one body of men to 

‘orm special work. I was only following on Counsel’s 


See also letter in The Veterinary Record of July 21. 


opinion given to the V.M.S. of Ireland, who seemed to 
think such power should be sought. The editor of 7'he 
Veterinary Record took my resolution to be a complaint 
and an agitation for parliamentary protection against 
unfair competition, and therefore, no doubt, classes it 
scathingly with other wild-cat schemes which he says 
have been brought forward lately. Possibly many agree 
with him. I would appeal to you to hear my case and 
take a different view. My original object was rather the 
proper protection of the privileges we already possess 
than the seeking of new ones. I did not intend to 
clamour for the abolition of Rule 113 in order that we 
might use trade methods to eet trade competition, but 
rather to urge upon our Council the necessity of prevent- 
ing the constant encroachment upon our present privi- 
leges. Mr. Stroud, in 7'he Veterinary News, Mr. Leeney, 
writing to The Pharmaceutical Journal and others, seem 
to class my letter and resolution merely as another ad- 
dition to the many wails that have gone up against this 
bye-law which is so unpopular with some of our mem- 
bers. Personally I do not want to start advertising 
unless every one else does so as well. Advertising is 
like a telephone—a nuisance—but when once started 
cannot be discontinued without loss. The deletion of 
bye-law 113 would not crush quackery, though it would 
leave us free to compete with them if we cared to make 
use of their trade methods (which many of us do not.) 
But while this bye-law prevents one telling the public 
that a V.S. is the proper person to consult upon the 
ailments of animals, it does not prevent our using every 
means in our power to prevent the aes going astray 
and mistaking the wolf in sheep’s clothing, and to pre- 
vent this cleverly disguised wolf from stealing some of 
the few good things—notably the branding mark —which 
rightly belong to the fold. As to the actual value of 
the bye-law, this does not appear to be very great, for 
there are repeatedly glaring instances of breaches of it 
which bring no reprimand—e.y., importation of dogs. If 
I want to advertise my skill I can langh at rule 113 
and advertise as I please, but I must be careful how 
I do it—mind you, there are many ways of advertis- 
ing, and the “loudest” are not always the least 
skilfully managed. We do not know much of the 
workings of the Registration Committee, the offences 
may be punished, but they are sometimes repeated, possi- 
bly by some well-wisher (whom of course we never know) 
and who is ignorant of our code of laws, such as the 
editor of some enterprising newspaper or magazine. It 
is difficult to hide a very shining light! Some of our 
professional brethren think the advertisement of being 
veterinary surgeon to a big dog show worth £50 or more, 
and, I am told, have even paid such sums. Others 
advertise through their wives. The lady whose name 
I give you lost me a good source of income, as my pa- 
tients which went under her care all died. We cannot 
look for help in our crusades against quacks from these 
kind of people who advertise. ‘They savour too much of 


f | the quack themselves. 


To come back to my point. My contention is that a 
man by calling himself a canine and feline medical 
expert brings himself within the meaning of the V.S. 
Act, 1881, which says: “If ... any person ... takes or 
uses... any name, title, addition or description stating 
that he is a Veterinary Surgeon or practitioner of Veter- 
inary Surgery or of any branch thereof or is specially 
qualified to perform the same he shall be liable to a 
penalty not exceeding £20.” 5 me 

The attitude of the profession towards this kind of 
man is far too apathetic. Mr. Barrett says “The sub- 
ject is one of extreme difficulty because men like the 
firm mentioned use some designation which might be 
interpreted in more ways than one without necessarily 
implying that they were practising as veterinary surgeons 
or were veterinary practitioners.” Does Mr. Barrett 
voice the opinion of the Registration Committee? Sure- 
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ly this is a foolish contention in the present case, and 
the argument is hardly worthy of serious consideration. 
The word “ Veterinary” is a sort of trade mark, and we 
must fight against any infringements. The title Canine 
and Feline Medical Expert rather reminds one of the 
false trade descriptions of which one has been hearing so 
much lately---margarine sold as butter; raspberryjam that 
never saw a raspberry ; almond oil made from peach stones 
ete., in fact most of the articles which are so commonly 
sold as “just as good.” These offences against public 
morality are frauds, and are liable to heavy penalties. 
A canine and feline medical expert who is not a veteri- 
nary surgeon is also a fraud, and we'should ask for simi- 
lar justice to be meted out on behalf of our profession 
and on behalf of the public. |The title Specialist in 
Teeth isan iofringement of the Dentists’ Act, and is not 
allowed, though the Dentists’ Act is the same as ours in 
its diction. In order that we may continue to use our 
trade mark “Veterinary” the Council wisely dictates to 
us rules to govern our conduct. Well and good! Let 
us not be passive resisters, but let us for our part strictly 
abide by these laws so long as they are in force, and 
endeavour to uphold our professional dignity: but let 
us at the same time see to it that the Council for their 
part do their duty in stopping infringements of the 
small monopoly of title which they have gained for us. 
According to Mr. Harold Leeney, and several others, we 
have sold our birthright and opened the door to quacks 
by formulating rule 113, and all we have received in ex- 
change is the title Veterinary Surgeon with a little pro- 
fessional dignity. _We cannot grow fat on dignity, nor 
can we feed our wives and families on it, but we can 
scrupulously guard our little mess of pottage from the 
vxoaching humbugs who surround us on every side. As 
Ir. Gray has said, our proper course is to show the 
— that we are desirous of protecting it against 
umbugs_ who obtain credit from it under false pre- 
tences. We must get the Council to stop these infringe- 
ments of our legal title, and if our present powers are in- 
sufticient to stop a man calling himself a canine and feline 
medical expert we should agitate for a law which would 
rotect veterinary surgeons from those who use a title 
just beyond the pale but sufficient to suggest to the pub- 
lic that they are experts in the diagnosis and treatment 
of the diseases of animals, We can’t stop quackery ; the 
medical profession even is unable to do so with their 
incomparably greater influence, but we can, along with 
other professionals, let Parliament know how we all are 
gradually working together with this common end in 
view. ‘Together with other professions we shall probably 
have to face and fight the competition of companies and 
obtain an amendment of the Companies’ Act. If the 
present bill before Parliament becomes law, we may soon 
see a veterinary aid company, keeping a veterinary sur- 
gery and employing some poor, miserable veterinary sur- 
geon as manager, though there may be not one single 
veterinary surgeon on the Board of Directors or amongst 
the shareholders. Can the Council prevent such a com- 
pany surgeon ? 
urther than making these repres i 
Council I think we each 
best to publicly expose these imposters and report to 
the Council every case of infringement that comes under 
our notice : We should refuse to meet such men in con- 
sultation, as I hear one of our leading “ London lights ” 
did not long ago ; we should refuse to act for - sup- 
port in any way, dog shows where such frauds are 
allowed and encouraged to carry on their trad 
detriment ; we should uni 
3 We should unite with and seek aid from 
other professions who are striving toward the sa d 
We should rigidly abide by the laws of our ol] os 
ollege and 
prove ourselves loyal members, and as M Hunti 
says, “meet Mr. Hunting 
ys, “1 competition by a quiet display of h 
and skill,” and above all we should join bade ae 
work for our mutual benefit and the common good. 


Before giving notice of the resolutions I have 
prepared for submission at our next meeting I may 
mention that both Dr. Waller Harrison, who is a past 
President of the British Dental Association, and Mr. 


Cripps, who is a member of the Pharmaceutical Society, 
are present this afternoon, and if you care to hear them 


they will be pleased to tell you what their professions 


are doing in this matter. (Applause). 


Dr. WALLER HARRISON, at the invitation of the 


President, remarked that it was one of the privileges 
that came occasionally to professional men of going 
among another body of professional men and giving 
them some little help or comfort. The British Dental 
Association had been trying to educate the public, and 
they had come to the conclusion that the most effectual 
way was by showing up the imposters in the Law Courts. 
When they wanted to do this they had found their 
greatest difficulty had been to get reliable information. 
As those present were aware, there was a natural reluc- 
tance on the part of anybody to act the part of a 
“¢ommon informer,” but this difficulty was not insur- 
mountable. Their own method of procedure was this. 
In their National Dental Association they had a special 
committee called the Penal Committee, and if any 
member of their profession sent up a case to them it 
was first of all carefully considered by the Committee. 
From there it was sent to the Solicitor, and if be re- 
ported favourably a prosecution was instituted. As a 
matter of fact they seldom failed, and even if the 
penalty was not always what they would like, they had 
the satisiaction of having shown up the man to the 
public as a fraud. They had lately gone a little further, 
Inasmuch as their district societies were beginning to 
take up cases, and in one instance they had prosecuted 
aman for practising after his name had been removed 
from the register. 

Mr. Crieps (of the Pharmaceutical Society) observed 
that they had suffered from quack chemists, and_ store 
chemists, and cash chemists, for many years and_ had 
had a considerable experience of prosecutions. In their 
case the procedure was simple when they had a mat 
who was an unqualified “dealer in poisons,” to quote 
the words of the Act of Parliament. The Society simply 
had to send him through the Secretary a notice of prose- 
cution, and he tomes paid up the £5 to keep the 
thing dark. This of course was not satisfactory from 
their own point of view, but it undoubtedly stopped @ 
great deal of unfair competition by the smaller, wen. 
Their great difficulty was with regard to"the companies. 
They could prosecute a firm of five or six persons, but 
if those six got another to join them and they registered 
their business as a Limited Company they could defy 
the law, because the House of Lords had held in a case 
which his Society took before them that a Company 
was not a person, and unfortunately the Act sal 
“person or persons.” (Laughter). What they required 
was an amendment of the Companies Act, and that © 
conrse would be a mammoth undertaking, but he wer 
like to suggest for their consideration whether It wow 
not be well for them to send a resolution to each of the 
professional bodies proposing a joint committee to ene 
these things, and act. conjointly wherever their interes’ 
were identical. (Applause). to 

The Prestpent: I am sure we are much indebted 
Dr. Harrison and Mr. Cripps for coming here and giving 
us the benefit of their advice and experience, 4" = 
your name I should like to formally thank them 
their kindness. (Applause). Jutions 

Mr. Livesey gave notice of the following reso! 
for the December meeting : the 

(1) That this Society, having carefully consideret 
great losses inflicted upon the veterinary ‘privi- 
owing to the increasing encroachments 0D se I use 
leges by unqualified vendors of medicines practi: 
titles leading the public to infer that they are P 
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tioners of veterinary surgery) do urge upon the Coun- 
cil of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons the 
necessity of more strictly guarding these privileges, 
and do pray that the Council use its utmost powers in 
the matter both for the welfare of the profession and of 
the public. 

(2) That a copy of this resolution and a report of 
the discussion thereon be forwarded to the Council of 
the R.C.V.S. 

(3) That this Society, in order to actively combat the 
competition of unqualitied medicine-vendors, and as a 
ae of its disapproval of the encouragement publicly 
given to the same by Show Committees, urges members 
to refrain from openly supporting by acting in any offi- 
cial capacity for any dog or cat show where unqualified 
medicine-vendors are allowed to hold stalls and carry 
on the business or trade of a veterinary surgeon.” 

The PrestpENT thought they ought not to separate 
that day without thanking Mr. Wall for so kindly com- 
ing down from London and giving them the very able 
demonstration in equine dentistry. He was sure he 
had taught them a*great deal with regard to the hand- 
ling of horses, and particularly had he been struck with 
the idea of non-restraint. The proposition was carried 
by acclammation. 

Mr. WALL, in reply, said he was only sorry his demon- 
stration had been rather of the rougher order. He was 
very pleased to hear they had derived some benefit from 
it, and if any member cared to call on him at any time 
in London he should be oniy too pleased to give them 
any assistance. 

SPECIMENS. 


A few post-mortem specimens were exhibited for the 
inspection of the members by Mr. G. W. Bloxsome— 
hock of an elephant, calculus taken from a hunter, and a 
very bad case of seedy toe in a London carriage horse. 

Mr. W. K. Stuart—Lungs and hearts from two cases 
of distemper in toy dog. 

Mr. G. H. Livesey—Tumour of the thyroid gland in 
a Scottish terrier. 

Mr. J. A. Topp—-Case of thrombosis in a cart horse. 

The London India Rubber Company, Western Road, 
Brighton, had on exhibition a stand of up to date surgi- 
cal instruments, appliances, ete. 

A vote of thanks to Mr. Stuart for presiding, moved 
by Mr. Charles and seconded by Mr. H. Smith, conelu- 
ded the proceedings. 
J. Atex. Topp, //on. See. 


THE ROYAL VETERINARY COLLEGE. 


The opening meeting of the winter session was held 
at the Royal Veterinary College, Camden Town, on 
Tuesday, October 2nd. The Right Hon. Earl Carring- 
ton, G.C.M.G., President of the Board of Agriculture, 
Pcenpied the chair, and was supported on the platform 
Major-General Thotason, Cb. (Director-General, 
(Por Veterinary Service), Sir Thomas Elliott 

mor Secretary of the Board of Agriculture), Col. 

(late Director-General, Army Veterinary 

‘ollew ment), and Sir John M’Fadyean, Principal of the 
the bad weather there was a very 
capacity, ice, the theatre being filled to its utmost 

ADDRESS. 


vena, Wooprugr, who on rising to deliver the 
cali ress received a very hearty welcome, 
aust be to affe sand Gentlemen,—-My first duty to-day 
“ents who fin of welcome to those new stu- 
irst time - 8 themselves within these walls for the 
midst for anot] many more who are returning to our 
Who in most Work ; to our numerous visitors 

“cases are refreshing old memories of stu- 


dent days, and whose continued interest in the welfare 
and progress of the Royal Veterinary College we rejoice 
to see ; and not least to you, sir, both in your private 
capacity as one greatly interested in agriculture as land- 
owner and farner, and also in your official position as 
President of the Board of Agriculture and Fisheries and 
representative of His Majesty’s Government. (Cheers). 

Je are here to-day in a position unique in the his- 
tory of this institution, in that we are receiving for 
the first time a government subsidy of £800 per annum 
—(cheers.)—and small though the amount be, in the 
general revival of a spirit of economy in high places I 
can well imagine that some may be found to ask the 
question—what is the justification for this grant of 
public money, and especially at the present moment 
when mechanical traction is rapidly displacing the horse 
on every hand ? There have been, and are, candid friends 
who tell us not indeed to beat our scalpels into plough- 
shares, but at any rate that we shall have to convert the 
Royal Veterinary College into an engineering academy. 
Now, sir, should this suspicion have arisen in the mind 
of any present, that we are, so to speak, flogging a dead 
or dying horse, let me say rather do we claim for the Pro- 
fession and for this Institution that never were our best 
men turned out so well equipped, and never were they 
more needed in the public service than at the presenttime. 
(Cheers). Let it be my endeavour to show in some 
measure how we are able to make good this claim; and 
first as to the need for our special knowledge and train- 
ing in the interests of the community. 

Quite recently, within the memory of everyone, the 
need for efficient inspection of meat and meat products 
has been brought home to us, and the man-in-the-street 
has been deeply impressed by the horrible scandals and 
the loathsome disclosures of the meat packing industry 
in Chicago. 

It is happily not necessary for me even to suggest 
that similar practices obtain here in England, rather it 
is matter of congratulation that we are not dominated 
to any great extent by a meat trust, but what is very 
remarkable is that this same man-in-the-street who 
holds up his hands in pious horror with respect to 
Chicago mer utterly unconscious, or at any rate quite 
unmindful, of the fact that in this country, except in a 
few enlightened cities and towns, there is no regular 
system of meat inspection at all. To anyone acquaint- 
ed with the well organised systems of inspection in 
Germany and Belgium, and the wide-spread, if less per- 


-| fect, measures in France, Italy, Austria, and Spain, it is 


a standing reproach to our public health administration 
that statements such as the following, which is only too 
true, should be possible in foreign text-books. “ Other 
countries—as for instance England, which is otherwise 
so well organised with regard to public sanitation, and 
which is called the cradle of hygiene—are entirely with- 
out a regulated meat inspection.” (Ostertag’s Hand- 
book of Meat Inspection.) We veterinary surgeons 
know better than anyone else what this means, how that 
carcases of animals affected with tuberculosis, anthrax, 
pywmnia, with trichinze and cysticerci, with malignant 
tumours or febrile diseases, or those of immature or un- 
born calves, or of animals hurriedly killed to prevent 
them dying of disease ; how that all these, which would 
be condemned if submitted to an efficient inspection, 
are dressed and exposed for sale with impunity. ; 

It would be interesting to consider the proportion 
of meat inspected to that sold without any anes. 
The towns in England and Wales with public abattoirs 
are very few, whilst those in which even a partial 
attempt is made to inspect meat form only a very 
small proportion of the whole. Then, too, in the best 
of these con are many private slaughter-houses, and 
hundreds of careases are sold free of all supervision, 
For the rest of the towns and cities and in the country 


generally the only provisions for meat inspection are 
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those contained in the Public Health Acts 1875 and 
1890, and the Towns Improvement Clauses Act, Sec- 
tion 131, by which any Medical Officer of Health, or In- 
spector of Nuisances, or, in urban districts, other duly 
appointed persons, may at all reasonable times inspect 
and examine any animal, earcise, or article intended 
for the food of man. With respect to the M.O.H as 
meat inspector, I have only two remarks to make, first, 
that he far too busy a man to spend much time in this 
work ; and second, that he is the first person to admit 
his mability to properly inspect live animals, or to 
recognise many of the diseases with which animals 
may be affected. (Cheers). . 

As for the nuisance inspector or, in urban districts, 
other duly appointed person--it is only necessary to 
quote from the Report of the Royal Commission on 

uberculosis of 1898. The Commissioners say, “There 
is a total absence of uniformity in the special qualifica- 
tions required of the persons employed as meat inspec- 
tors by the sanitary authorities in different places, as 
may be seen by a return presented to the House of 
Commons in 1896 showing the previous vocations of 
those acting in that capacity. In Battersea for instance, 
four plumbers and three carpenters discharge the office 
of meat inspector. (Laughter.) In Hackney the duties 
have been committed to two plumbers, one carpenter, 
one compositor, one bricklayer, one florist, one builder, 
one surveyor, and one stonemason. (Laughter). In 
Portsmouth a solitary butcher has received as_ col- 
leagues three school teachers, one medical dispenser, 
one carpenter, and one tram-conductor.” (Renewed 
laughter.) The Report continues, “On this question 
we are satisfied that some patholugical training is the 
proper basis upon which to build the knowledge re- 
quired by a meat inspector, and that wherever practic- 
able veterinary surgeons thus educated should be em- 
ployed as meat inspectors. In large towns where a 
statf of inspectors is maintained, we do not think it 
necessary that all these should be veterinary surgeons, 
but all meat inspectors should pass an examination and 
receive a qualifying certificate from a central authority 
before appointment. 

And this opinion, sir, that the veterinary surgeon is 
the only person qualified to inspect live animals, to de- 
cide on doubtful cases, and to supervise meat inspection 
generally, is held not only by the veterinary profession, 
but by medical officers, by the bntohers and meat 
traders, by all continental administrations and even by 
our own legislature, for in the Public Health (Scotland) 
Act of 1897 it is specially laid down that Veterinary 
Surgeon may be appointed as meat inspector, and 
further, that in any proceeding with regard to a living 
animal the medical officcer or sanitary inspector must 
be accompanied by a veterinary surgeon. 

_As to the degree of danger to the public health from 
diseased meat, from tuberculosis, from animal parasites 
from anthrax, and many other conditions, much might be 
said if time allowed, but whether the danger be creat or 
small, the public whenever they are made to realise 
these things speak with no uncertain sound. as the 
Chicago tirms are learning, and they have a ‘right to 
sy sound wholesome meat when a fair price 

Fortunately, or rather in this particular case, unfortu- 
nately, Englishmen have a great faith in the wise 
government, both central and Iccal, of their country—- 

a great respect for, and belief in, the sanitary officials 

and those who have the guardianship of the public 

health, and it is deplorable that the public health 


authorities, the Local Government Board 

, and the [m- 
perial Parliament should allow this public conf 
to be imposed upon. rr 

So much with regard to our me i 

vit! at supplies: b 

gentlemen, this is not the only direction z which =e 
veterinary surgeon can help to improve matters, A pure 


milk supply is as important, nay, more important than 
sound meat. That this is so is readily realised when we 
consider that besides being of practically universal use 
in ordinary diet, milk frequently uncooked, is especially 
the food of a large number of infants under one year 
old, and also of invalids, in both of which the natural 
defensive forces of the body are weak. One of the most 
serious questions for public health authorities is the 
high rate of infantile mortality and more especially wheu 
we remember that, despite the progressive decline of 
the general death rate, this infantile rate has remained 
almost stationary for many years. That more than 12 
per cent. of the children born in this country should die 
under one year old is a fact calculated to make us think 
long and seriously. Those general measures of improved 
sanitation which have produced such a marked-decrease 
in the general death rate might have been expected to 
show a similar, if less marked, effect on the infantile 
rate, and there is no doubt that but for these measures 
the rate would have been higher still. (Hear, hear). 

Of many suggested causes, one explanation put for- 
ward by most M.O.H., if not by all, is the growth of 
the practice of artificially feeding young children with 
cows’ milk. I am quite aware that contamination after 
the milk leaves the cow’s udder is the chief source of 
danger, especially in the poorer class of town dairy, and 
in the homes of the lower class people, where proper 
storage is impossible, but that the cow may be a very 
serious source of danger admits of no doubt, in fact is 
matter of common knowledge. There is, too, one im- 
portant consideration, namely, that milk contaminated 
as it leaves the cow must affect injuriously all who par- 
take of it, and may in the process of mixing infect milk 
from healthy cows, whereas milk contaminated in the 
house of the user can only affect the members of that 
honsehold. To mention tuberculosis alone—notwith- 
standing Koch’s pronouncement that infection of the 
human subject with bovine tuberculosis rarely if ever 
takes place, for there are cqually eminent authorities 
both in this and other countries who hold the contrary 
view—the public at any rate have no hesitation in pre- 
ferring the milk of healthy cows, and in the interim 
report of the present Royal Commission on Tubercu- 
losis the need for continued precaution, in view of the 
danger the commissioners still consider probable, is once 
more urged. 

Assuming that only cows with tuberculosis of the 
udder are likely to give infected milk, allow me to quote 
some words of the most eminent authority in this country 
I mean, of course, Sir John M’Fadyean. He said (and 
I have it from him that he sees no reason to alter his 
opinion) “ My experience Jeads me to think that about 
2 per cent. of the cows in the milking herds of this 
country are affected with tuberculosis of the udder. 
“The present state of the law, or rather the almost 
entire absence of any law dealing with tuberculous 
udder disease in cows is a scandal and a reproach t? 
civilisation. It hardly sounds credible, but it is a fact 
that the owners of a cow in the most advanced state © 
tuberculosis, and exhibiting the most manifest signs © 
udder disease, may sell that cow’s milk for human foot 
as long as the sale has not been specially interdicted on 
the certificate of a veterinary surgeon.” | 

This condemnation is not a whit too strong for te 
existing state of affairs, and it is earnestly to be hope 
that the recommendations of the last Royal Commission 
on Tuberculosis—reeommendations which if 
would cover most of the other diseases 1n addition = 
tubercle--may be made the basis of new legal eo ry 
ments. The important points are: (1) The COMP 
notification by the owners of dairy cows of all on 
disease ; (2) The conferring of powers upon local att their 
ities to inspect not only cowsheds or byres ithin a 
own district, but also any outside cows and byres rt 
which milk is sent into their district ; and- most 1mP° 
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ant of all (3) The substitution of shal/ for may in the 
clause of the Milkshops, Dairies and Cowsheds Order 
which authorises a local authority to appoint an inspector 
and make regulations for the inspection and manage- 
ment of cows and cowsheds. ; 

It is obviously unfair that the conditions under which 
a cowkeeper may conduct his business in one district 
should be made more rigorous than those for his com- 
petitors ina neighbouring one, and this lack of uniform- 
ity simply means that the diseased animals condemned 
and ejected from the dairies of a closely inspected dis- 
trict are sold into another where they may . used to 
supply milk to the unsuspecting inhabitants without let 
or hindrance. 

I have dealt at soine length with these two questions 
of meat inspection and dairy inspection because these 
questions affect every ember of the community, and it 
is in these two directions that the veterinary surgeon 
can best claim the right to serve the public generally, 
but these are by no means our only functions. The 
horse-owning public is still a large ore, and, apart from 
the treatment of dise@se, the advice of a veterinary sur- 
geon with regard to the building of stables, feeding of 
studs of horses, and the prevention of epidemics is still 
economically asound investment. The Army Veterinary 
Corps holds an important position in the service and is 
increasingly popular, whilst the prospects of the de- 
partment Ro greatly improved within the last few 
years. 

Then, too, we have faith in our ability to deal with 
and eradicate glanders if only the opportunity were 
afforded, and the veterinary profession can point with 
pride to the almost entire absence at the present time of 
those contagious diseases which have caused such loss 
to the stockowners of this country in the past. By the 
adoption of expert veterinary advice, together with the 

loyal and energetic co-operation of the local practitioner, 
these diseases have been stamped out, and we can reason- 
ably claim to be allowed to advise and carry out mea- 
sures for dealing with the contagious diseases of animals 
that still remain. 

Much more might be said, many other possibilities of 
useful service, both at home and in our colonies, could 
be mentioned, but I think enough has been adduced to 
substantiate my claim that the services of the well- 
eyupped and scientific veterinarian were never more 

needed in the public interest than at the present time. 

t me now turn to this question of equipment. I 
have said that our best men are turned out better quali- 
ed to serve in all the directions indicated than ever be- 
lore. To put this to the test we may consider what is 
required of the veterinary student before he can obtain 

s diploma. First it is essential that he should passa 
bteliminary examination in general knowledge in order 

that the standard of education shall be such as to fit 

the candidate for his professional studies. A few years 
ri the standard required in the preliminary examina- 

(0h was the same as that for entering the medical pro- 

ee Then unfortunately that equality was allowed 

to be upset ; the medical profession, seeing the general 
in education and educational facilities, 
sed their standard, whilst ours not only did not rise, 

Ut was actually lowered. That mistake, sir, has been 

aes and at the present time the preliminary exam- 

hae required of veterinary stndents is equal to that 
ow ed from students of human medicine. But even 
ty m3 the existence of the low standard it is interesting 
ter that many students have entered this College 
the passed the matriculation examination of 
hoped wversity of London, and it is earnestly to be 


bers that this will be true of greatly increasing num- 
i 4. view of the right of entry it provides to the 
kg, °F science which lead up to the veterinary 


May I here say just a word as to the supreme impor- 
tance of the choice of subjects a boy shall take in his last 
two or three years at school. To an intending veterinary 
student the subjects of greatest importance are English, 
mathematics, Latin and such natural sciences as chemis- 
try, physics, and botany, with German as the modern 
language. Instead of this choice, boys after leaving 
school are often faced with the necessity of learning an 
entirely new subject in order to pass the preliminary 
examination, and are quite ignorant of even the rudi- 
ments of the sciences on which all our practice is 
founded. 

Arrived at College, a student must take the ordinary 
four years’ course in order to obtain the diploma of 
Member of the R.C.V.S. and in fact, to become a veteri- 
nary surgeon. That there is this one and only portal 
to professional membership is, and will still more be, an 
inestimable benefit to the profession, but to preserve 
this position intact the profession must see to it that as 
an examining and diploma-granting body their methods 
are up to modern requirements. Survival is only to the 
fit, the law of life is progression or evolution, and there 
are some anomalies in connection with the present 
metheds of conducting the professional examinations 
which will have to be removed. Teachers should be 
associated with independent outside examiners on the 
examining board, and this is not only done in all our 
Universities, but it is the system adopted in the veteri- 
nary schools of France, Germany, and Denmark. Again, 
the peregrinations of twenty or more examiners to five 
different colleges in various parts of the three kingdoms, 
with a crossing of the Irish Sea and a railway journey 
to Scotland to upset their carefully regulated pass- 
standard, is scarcely to be defended at this time of day. 
Students of Law, of Medicine, of Engineering, all have 
to come, at their own expense, to a centre for examina- 
tion, at any rate in the practical parts of their examina- 
tions, if not for the written part, and by this system all 
receive the same treatment, a similar examination or a 
similar standard. 

But, gentlemen, there are students, an increasing 
number I am happy to think, who are not satisfied with 
the diploma of membership of the R.C.V.S. alone, and 
for these there are in this College ample facilities for 
further work. Members of our staff are now recognised 
teachers of the University of London, and it is possible 
for a student to take complete classes for the four exami- 
nations necessary to obtain the B.Sc. degree, along with, 
or in addition to, his ordinary work We have to record 
the pleasing fact that two of our students passed the 
first part of the Intermediate Science examination, 7.¢. 


last, whilst a third passed the Preliminary Scientific 
examination, and it is to be hoped these successes will 
spur on many more students to do likewise. That the 
B.Sc. degree is worth striving for I have no shadow of 
doubt, both for the knowlege of which it is the evidence 
and also as a qualification which is bound to carry much 
weight in the minds of municipal and other public 
authorities called upon to make veterinary appointments 
But, sir, the recognition of teachers of this College by 
the University of Lond. n means much to every student 
within these walls. It means better teaching facilities, 
more laboratory accommodation, an enlarged staff, and 
ampler means of acquiring knowledge of all the branches 
which go to make up the equipment of the veterinarian. 
To specify one subject, the importance of some know- 
ledge of physics, especially of electricity and_ heat, in 
the study of chemistry, of physiology, and of science, 
has long been recognised, and provision has now been 
made for supplying this need. [ many cases, however, 
the difficulties in the way of obtaining the B.Sc. degree 
are too great to be overcome. 


in Anatomy, Biology, and Organic Chemistry in July: 
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But this does not exhaust the facilities enjoyed by a 
student of this College. After graduating M.R.C.V.S. a 
student may take a two months course in practical 
bacteriology and in the study of tiopical diseases, and 
this course from its inception has been deservedly popu- 
lar with those desiring appointments in India or 
the Colonies. It has also been used as a vantage ground 
from which the Fellowship of the R.C.V.S. was easily 
attainable, and the certificate of satisfactory attendance 
at this course is bound to be increasingly valuable 
in obtaining appointments to Veterinary Public Health 

ostsa 
. Orie other remark about the opportunities open to 
students of this institution, and that with regard to the 
staff appointments. From time to time there is open 
the coveted post of assistant to the Principal in his 
bacteriological and pathological work ; then there are 
the two annual appointments of hospital surgeon, and 
tutor, both of which afford valuable experience in sur- 
gery and clinical medicine, and also in that intercourse 

with students and clients, which is so important a factor 
in every-day practice. 

With this brief sketch I must leave to your judgment 
the validity of the second claim I made, namely, that 
our best men are turned out better equipped than ever 
before. 1 have said onr /est men and t feel sure the 
public authorities will want our best men, the best men 
the profession can provide, and I have every confidence 
in claiming that here in the Royal Veterinary College 
are facilities for scientific training, and for academic dis- 
tinction, equal toif not better than those of any other 
veterinary school in the United Kingdom. (Cheers.) At 
the same time, the profession may congratulate itself on 
the fact that the schools generally are improving ; that 
university recognition is widening out to include them 
all ; that possibilities for research work in pathology 
and hygiene are multiplying, and that the position of 
the veterinary surgeon in State medicine is assnred. 

Now it remains to say a few words to the students in 
my audience. This may seem to be a matter of custcm 

only, but I value the opportunity afforded me because 
pro “" I am more in touch with student life than 
some who have spoken from this place, at any rate it is 
not so long since my own student days here (Cheers). 
In college work, let me advise those who are here for 
the first time to work for the highest positions, not the 
minimum—for a pass (Hear, hear). his is hackneyed 
advice, but at the present day scholarship qualifications 
scientific and accurate knowledge, practical as well as 
theoretical, count for more than ever. A man’s capacity 
and powers of useful work are more severely tested and 
guaged than formerly, both on account of competition 
and also because of the increased knowledge of the pub- 

lic generally on technical matters, and from a purely 

commercial standpoint it is of supreme importance that 
no opportunity of gaining knowledge and distinctions 
shontd be thrown away. 

Then my | I strongly advise you to make the college 
the centre for social and recreative life, as well as for 
professional culture. Join the various sections of college 
games, and not outside clubs so that you are not ma 
able when wanted to support the college to which you 
belong (Cheers). Our record in sports is not to be lightly 
esteemed, and it might have been better if the spirit of 
loyalty had been general among the students, In addi- 
tion to games, there is the Veterinary Medical Associa- 
tion, of which all students are ipso facto members “where 
papers on professional subjects are read and discussed 
week by week, and where all interesting cases met with 
in practice should certainly be recorded Lastly I oe 
mention the students’ paper—7'he Veterinary Student— 


well worthy of support, and capabl tales 
encing corporate life. pable of mate tally influ- 


Think highly of your college, take your full share in 


its common life ; improve it where you can, but at any 
rate don’t stand aloof and coldly criticise. 

Inconclusion, I have to utter a note of regret. No 
one who has been present here on occasions similar to 
this can fail to have noticed the absence from our midst 
of Sir George Brown. He was sometimes aptly called 
the “grand old man of the veterinary profession,” and 
the profession as a whole mourns his loss, but to this 
college Sir Geo.ge Brown was bound by the strongest 
ties. His student days commenced here in 1845 and 
from that time to the day of his death, whether as stu- 
dent or teacher, as principal or governor, the Royal 
Veterinary College always held a foremost place in his 
heart, and we feel that we have lost a powerful and 
devoted friend. 

One other word, and that to say how sorry we are— 
I speak for students and staff alike—that we are losing 
from amongst us our old friend Prof. Bottomley (Hear, 
hear). Throughout his ten years at the College Prof. 
Bottomley by his unfailing good humour + nd kindliness 
has endeared himself to us all, and we shall miss him 
much in the days to come. That he may long be spared 
and have good success in all his work is the sincere wish 
of all his old colleagues and students at the Reyal Veter- 
inary College and we shall hope to see him present at 
many more opening days (Cheers). To our new col- 
leagues we offer a very cordial welcome, the depth of 
which they will be able to judge better than I can antici- 
pate. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, having taxed your patience 
I am afraid somewhat severely, I have now only to 
express the hope that this session of 1906-1907 on which 
we now enter may prove memorable in the annals of 


the Royal Veterinary College for good work well done 


and crowned with success. (Loud and _ prolonged 
cheers.) 

Major-General THomson, C.B., in_ proposing a very 
hearty vote of thanks to Professor Woodruff for his in- 
troductory address, commended to the notice of all pre- 
sent and to the public generally, through the influence 
of the press, the very pointed remarks which Professor 
Woodruff had made especially with regard to the inspec- 
tion of meat and milk, sanitation, and animal food. ‘The 
value of the lecture was not limited to those who had 
had the pleasure of listening toit, but through the Press 
it would appeal to the public, and he hoped particularly 
appeal to those authorities who had power to appoint 
inspectors as they should be appointed. (Cheers). To 
parents and guardians who proposed to enter their sons 
or wards for the veterinary profession, he very strongly 
commended the author’s remarks regarding the subjects 
they should study before coming up for their matricula- 
tion examination He was also sure that not only those 
present but very many in the profession sincerely 1° 
gretted the death of Sir George Brown, who usually 
proposed the resolution which te (General Thomson) 
now had the pleasure of moving. Sir George was 4 al! 
whose knowledge of the profession, of the agen 
and students was beyond compare ; he was quite «” ee 
with everything connected with veterinary medicine, 
and knew rower A what to say and how to say It. ‘ith 

The resolution of thanks having been carried Wi 
acclammation, Professor Woodruff brietly ie 
thanks for the very hearty manner in which he had 
received. ading 

The Prrvcrea (Sir John M’Fadyean) after reac’) 
the list of those students who had gained ger ae 
distinctions in the various classes during the pas out 
sion, said he desired to take upon himself the 10" 
agreeable duty of moving that a most hearty a he 
thanks be accorded to Earl Carrington fr the _— a 
had done the College in presiding on the presen’ V4 
ion. (Cheers.) He ventured to say that, nothing ston 
have been more appropriate than that Earl Carr 
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should have presided, because in his position as Presi- 
dent of the Board of Agriculture he was the custodian 
of all the interests of agriculture, and those present 
humbly and confidently claimed that veterinary sur- 
geons in the exercise of their profession were serving the 
best interests of agriculture. (Cheers.) He believed it 
was some considerable time since Earl Carrington paid 
the College the honour of a visit, but he hoped his lord- 
ship would soon come again, and when he next visited 
the College he trusted he would do so when they were 
not in a measure on show, but were in full activity, be- 
cause he would then be better able to appreciate the 
exact nature of the work and efforts that were being 
made to satisfactorily carry out their work. (Cheers.) 

The resolution was carried by acclamation, three 
hearty cheers being given by all present. 

Earu CarRINGTON, who received an enthusiastic re- 
ception on rising to reply, said: I hope, Sir John 
M’Fadyean and gentlemen, you will believe me when I 
say it is not as a maéter of form but with sincerity and 
gratitude that [ thank you for the kini words the 
Principal has been good enough to use in introducing 
me to you, and for the kind welcome that you have 
given me this morning, which is doubly welcome be- 
cause so entirely unexpected. I should like to take 
this opportunity of congratulating your Principal on 
the honour that he has lately received of being made an 
LL.D. of the University of Aberdeen. (Cheers.) The 
Prime Minister of this country is a Scotsman, and I 
think it is only fitting and right that the Principal of 
this College should also get his fair share of the great 
prizes in life. (Laughter and cheers.) I have also 
to express the great pleasure with which I have 
listened to the extraordinarily able and instructive 
address by Professor Woodruff. (Cheers.) I con- 
sratulate him most sincerely on his address ; I hope 
it will be published far and wide, and that it will 
as universally read as it deserves. He said that the 
services of the veterinary profession were never more 
needed than at the present time, and with that I think 
every citizen will entirely agree. His remarks with re- 
yard to meat inspection, and the revelations he made as 
to the qualifications of the inspectors, were certainly 
somewhat astounding, and I think we might very 
humbly bring them before the notice of that great body, 
the London County Council, of which, through the 
kindness of my friends not very far from here, for the 
last five elections I have had the honour of being returned 
to that great body as the elected Member for West St. 
Pancras, (Cheers.) Prof. Woodruff made several obser- 
vations with regard to milk, and as I listened to them I 
songtatulated myself that the Local Government Board 
( row with that matter, and not the Department over 
a Neh I have the honour to preside. (Laughter.) I 
— » however, everybody will agree with what the 

fcturer said, that the regulations should be uniform. 

lear, hear.) 

Besar t, come to what he said about the Army Veteri- 

wt Ay "pS as it at present exists, and the recognition 

tone ‘It has of late years most properly received at the 

bande of the King. We welcome General 

of Duck, the present and the past 

congratulat : Army Veterinary Department, and we 

ing in on their recognition and their stand- 

Betiod € Army, a standing which for too long a 

het os ba denied to them. (Cheers.) I remember 

very ol to this College was through a 

ey, who was th ar friend of mine, Matthew John Harp- 

hary Sure) ten what was called the Principal Veteri- 

Y Surgeon in the Army. H ly abl 

and gallant ones, eh a y. e was an extremely able 
and Indian Muti Who fought all through the Crimea 
inction wh ment and who covered himself with dis- 
man whom we = nn He was the nephew of a 
# Veterinary sy Sed to affectionately call “old Field, 
rgeon who used to live in Oxford Street. 


When Mr. Field retired from business he said to his 
nephew, “ Matthew Harpley, you are the only relation 
I have got in the world, and I should like you to con- 
tinue the business.” It was one of the best businesses 
in London. To show you how respected old Mr. Field 
was, he was the man who was entrusted by Queen Vic- 
toria’s father, the Duke of Kent, to take his racehorses 
about the country ; he had the entire charge of the Duke 
of Kent’s racehorses, carriage horses, and hacks. Matthew 
Harpley said that he did not wish to continue the busi- 
ness, that it was more than he wished to undertake. So 
old Mr. Field said, “This business that I and my 
father have built up shall not go out of the family.” He 
asked him to dinner, and after dinner he got out all his 
books. There were a good many old book debts owing to 
the firm ; he read these book debts through, and then 
said to his nephew, “‘ When I am dead and gone nobody 
shall say an unkind or harsh word against me.” So he 
put the books, representing hundreds, and, I believe, 
thousands of pounds on the fire, and all the debts went 
7. the chimney—-(Laughter)—so that old Field died 
blessed by everybody with whom he had come in con- 
tact—(Laughter)—not only the Veterinary College, of 
which he was so proud, but of every gentleman with- 
whom he had bad dealings in the United Kingdom. We 
have had read to us the names of the students who 
have been successful in carrying off the prizes of the 
year. I congratulate them, as every gent'eman in 
the room does, most sincerely on their honours 
If I belonged to the University of Aberdeen 
and I was asked, which I am not likely to be, to 
give any advice to such gentlemen as I see before 
me, I should recommend them in classical language, 
avev apurATevewv Kat exkevet aAAwy, Which, as 
everybody in this room knows, means that you must al- 
ways excel, and that you must always be very much better 
than anyone else. But that is much more easily said than 
done, and some of you gentlemen might fairly say, “ That 
is all very well for the prize winners, but we cannot all 
win. What have you got to say to us?” I think in this 
classical room I might remind the gentlemen present of 
the Isthmian Games as described in the Electra. There 
Orestes is described as having run in the chariot race, 
hut he did not win. He is described in Greek, in words 
that I will not quote, because at this present moment I 
have forgotten what they are, (Laughter), but I know 
the crib used to say that he was beaten because his 
horses were not good enough (Laughter). But there 
was an old sporting friend of mine, Sir Francis Hastings 
Doyle, who used to go to Newmarket, and who was a 
bit of asportman and a bit of a classic as well, and his 
reading of it was not that Orestes’ horses were not good 
enough, but that he had them well in hand and meant 
to come at the finish (Laughter). Reading the passage 
in thit way, I would say to those who have not come 
off on top this time that we are not all Derby horses. 
Weare not all like the skeleton of an ancient horse that 
I recognised coming into this room, old Hermit, who I 
remember with gratitude and affection, because I won 
a thousands pounds over him (Much laughter)—we can- 
not all be Derby horses, but even if we are beaten the 
first time we must not be discouraged, but try again, 
and there is no earthly reason why, althongh ‘agen 
you may not take the first prize, you should not very 
well placed in the great race of life. I have nothing 
more to say, except once more to thank the Principal for 
his very kind words, and to express the pleasure it has 
afforded me to be here this morning to meet what I hope 
I may call my new friends at the Veterinary College ; 
and to assure him that I accept his most cordial invita- 
tion to come again when I shal] not see you, as it were, 
in your gold lace on parade, but at work. _ I thank you 
most heartily from the bottom of my heart for the 


hearty weleome you have been good enough to give me 
(Loud cheers). 
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DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 to 1903. SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 


Foot- | Glanders | Rabies. |, 
Anthrax. | and-Mouth | (including Cases cep! Swine Fever. 
Period, a: Disease. Farcy) Confirmed. | Scab. 
Out-| Ani- | Out- | Ani- | Out- | Ani- Out-| Out- | Slaugh- 
poreake mals. mals. post. mals. Dogs. | Other reaks} breaks.| tered * 
Gr. BRITAIN. Week ended Sept. 29 | 15 16 18 | 30 Nie os 17 129 
1905 25 34 27 45 
Gorresponding week in {1904 ..] 20 29 24 49 
— {190 ee 6 6 31 68 4 15 77 
| 
Total for 39 weeks, 1906 .. ow 5 OF | 979 823 1541 308 848 4809 
1905 .. | 741 | 1027 947 | 1632 
di riod in {1904 .. | 742 | 1166 1196 2120 
siaiittiaieats 1903 .. | 585 887 1150 1937 1200 | 1185 6140 
Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, Oct. 2. 1906. 
TRELAND. Week ended Sept. 22 ee = 3 | 1 26 
1905... 2 3 5 2 70 
Corresponding Week in 1904 .. 4 7 226 
190% da 2 2 3 
Total for 38 weeks, 1906 3 7 “se 6 14 - -. | 168 81 912 
1905 3 5 oe ‘ 18 55 ape os 237 132 1389 
Corresponding period in 1904 3 3 oe - 9 30 - -. | 378 273 3582 
1903 2 3 ° 2 3 2 a 405 257 3079 


Epizootic Lymphangitis; Week ending Jan. 27, 1906, 1 case. 


Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, Sept. 27, 1906, 


Note.—The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. 


* Aa Diseased or Exposed to Infection 


Alleged Cruelty in the Horse Ring at 
Crossgates Show. 


‘The General, a famous old hunter that has won a host 
of prizes in jumping competitions at various shows up 
and down the country, was the subject of a prosecution 
at the West Riding Police Court, Leeds, on September 
18th, before Mr. W. H. Maude (in the chair), Sir 
William Duncan, Mr. Cyrus Holiday, Mr. J. H. Towler, 
Mr. A. M. Sagar-Musgrave, and Mr. J. Willoughby. 

Mr. Arthur Willey appeared for the prosecution, 

and the defendant was represented by Mr. Stephen 
Peckover. 
_ At the beginning of this month the animal figured 
In a jumping contest at Crossgates Show, but re- 
tired after the second round, as it failed to negociate the 
hurdles. Inspector Lindsay, of the R.S.P.C.A., was 
amongst the crowd, and in his opinion the animal was 
so lame that even to walk it about caused it pain. He 
thereupon instituted a prosecution against the rider, 
Henry Wellburn, of South Milford, who is part owner of 
the horse together with his brother, it having been in 
their possession for the past six years, 

Inspector Lindsay described the horse as an aged, dark 
brown gelding, and said it walked into the ring lame in 
the off fore leg. Both its fore legs were bandaged. It 
cleared the hurdles at the first round successfully 
though it seemed to be in pain in the tender leg after the 
concussion of reaching the ground, but at the second 
round, after the hurdles had been raised six or nine 
inches, it knocked the top bar every time, and was, there- 
fore, disqualified. As it was being ridden out of the 
ring he accosted thedefendant, who was riding, and said : 


“This horse is very lame. Isn’t it about time you stop- 
ed it being jumped?” The defendant replied : “ Yes, 
it’s lame, but it is no worse than when you saw it last, 
and we intend to jump it next Saturday at Kendal. 
He examined the horse and found that its fetlock joint 
on the off fore leg was swollen about two or three times 
the ordinary size. ; 
Cross-examined by Mr. Peckover, the Inspector_said 
that three years ago proceedings were taken at Man 
chester against the present defendant’s brother for 
jumping the same horse at the Royal Lancashire Show, 
and he was a witness on that occasion. The condition 
of the animal then was the same as now. 
Mr. Peckover: This horse is considered the best 
in the United Kingdom ‘—The Inspector : It has 


n. 

And is to-day ’—Oh ! no. 

The Chairman: [t didn’t get over the hurdles at 
Crossgates. 

Mr. Peckover said the horse had twice taken the first 
prize at the Agricultural Hall, twice at the Royal, a0 
five times at the Great Yorkshire Show. d 

The Inspector : Very possibly ; it’s a game horse, a0 
will jump if it is put to it. : ' 

The Inspector, further questioned, said that he - 
ped the horse from jumping at Roundhay | Park pene 
years ago, when it was in a similar condition. It ke 
suffering from a long-standing sprain in the rn 
which had caused a chronic enlargement of the struc 
and ligaments from the knee to the fetlock. «that 

Re-examined by Mr. Willey, the Inspector 
at Manchester the defenZant’s brother was fined ~9 
costs—the maximum penalty. 
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Superintendent Knight and Sergeant Till also gave 
evidence that the horse was lame. 

Mr. F. Somers, veterinary surgeon, said he was present 
at Crossgates Show, and noticed that the horse walked 
lame. Mere locomotion would caused it pain, and the 
pain would, of course, be aggravated by jumping. He 
examined the horse at the request of the Inspector, and 
found a thickening of the leg from the knee downwards, 
the ligaments being enlarged. Undoubtedly there was 
inflammation in the leg, and the lameness was an indica- 
tion of pain: 

Mr. Peckover said the defence was a flat denial of 
what had been said for the prosecution. Mr. Somers 
was utterly mistaken in the view he had put forward. 
This horse was a celebrated jumper, and during the last 
six years since it had been in the hands of Messrs. Well- 
burn it had won £1000 worth of prizes. It was, there- 
fore, far too valuable a horse for the owners to allow it 
to be jumped in pain. 

Henry Wellburn, the defedant, said the horse had 
had a “callous” joint in the foreleg since it was four 
years old, and it was now seventeen. It did not suffer 
any pain at all, and was the same as usual at Crossgate 
Show. 

The Chairman : Is it always lame ?—It has stringhalt 
behind, and that gives it a peculiar gait. 

Continuing, the witness said that the horse won first 
prize at Kirkby Stephen Show on September Ist, and 
at Ilkeston a week later it beat the lady’s horse that won 
at Crossgates. 

Mr. George Bowman, veterinary surgeon, said the 
horse had an old “callous” joint, which did not now 
cause pain. He was hon. veterinary surgeon at Cross- 
gates Show, and, except for stringhalt behind, the horse 
was not lame at all. “There is nothing wrong with 
the horse so far as pain goes” he said, adding that 
he had judged the animal at various shows all over 
Yorkshire. He examined the horse on September 15, 
and it then jumped a six-bar gate, a pole 5ft. 4in. high, 
and a series of posts and rails, and at the end the horse’s 
leg was perfectly cool. In fact he thought the fired leg 
was the strongest in the horse’s body. 

Mr. A. W. Mason, veterinary surgeon, also declared 
that the horse was not lame when he examined it to- 
gether with Mr. Bowman. 

Mr. John W. Sutton, of Leeds, one of the judges at 
Crossgates Show, described the horse as “jumpably 
sound,” and Mr. T. M. Bentley, another judge, said he 
did not notice any lameness. 

Other evidence of a similar character was given, and 
after a short consultation in private the Bench dis- 
missed the case.—T'he Yorkshire Post. 


GLASGOW VETERINARY COLLEGE. 


_Since 1901, when the attempt to affiliate the Glasgow 
Veterinary College with the West of Scotland Agricul- 
tural College proved abortive, it has become increasingly 
evident that sooner or later something would require to 
done if the future usefulness of the Glasgow institu- 
tion was to be assured. The founding of a veterinary 
ollege in Ireland in 1896, with a Government endow- 
ment of £15,000, and the extension of the course in the 
British Colleges from a three years’ to a four years’ 
Course, with an entrance examination equivalent to that 
or students of medicine, reduced the number of stu- 
ae at the Glasgow College by about one-half. High- 
ng mark was reached in 1894, when Principal 
Call’s school enrolled 143 students. The changes 


‘uthorised by the Council of the Royal College of 
*terinary Surgeons came into force in 1896, and the 
Pesition of the College, which drew a large proportion 
si ts students from Ireland, was rather uncertain. 
hee 1900 there has been a steady recovery, the im- 


proved prospects of the profession leading many youn 
men in the West of Scotland to think of a hs ; 
practice as a good calling, and we understand the enrol- 
ments for this year are over seventy. 

Simultaneously with these changes came a stroke of 
luck for the Royal (Dick) Veterinary College in Edin- 
burgh. Prof. Owen Williams soanaiewed his father’s 
College to Liverpool, and thus left the Royal (Dick) Col- 
lege a free field in the Scots metropolis. Then came Mr. 
MacCallum’s splendid endowment, and the falling in of 
the reversions of the Dick bequests in accordance with 
the terms of Professor Dick’s will. The responsible 
authorities in Edinburgh took Fortune’s tide at the 
flood, and the old College in Clyde Street became affilia- 
ted with the University, under a new governing Order 
issued by the proper authorities. Having thus become 
an integral part of a public institution, the Royal (Dick) 
College is in a position to claim a share in grants made 
by Parliament for educational purposes in Scotland. 

Not so the Glasgow College. Being a private institu- 
tion it cannot so participate. The question therefore 
arises, What is to be the future of the Glasgow 
College ? 

Flanked by endowed institutions both in Edinburgh 
and in Dublin, not to speak of Liverpool, and the Royal 
Veterinary College, London, it is pe unreason- 
able to expect that Principal M’Call’s school, which he 
started single-handed in 1860, and which was affiliated 
with the R.C.V.S. two years later, can maintain for an 
indefinite period an unequal fight. If it is to exist, it 
must become a public institution, and be placed under 
control of governing bodies recognised by Parliament 
and the Scotch Education Department. It is therefore 
proposed to take steps to have this accomplished, very 
much as had been done with the Royal (Dick) College 
in Edinburgh. This is a question which intimately 
concerns the West of Scotland. The alternative is 
obviously absorption in the Royal (Dick) Veterinary 
College ; in other words, extinction. In view of the 
improved status of the Veterinary student, his position 
of equality with his fellows who are studying medicine, 
and the fact that so large a number of eligible young 
men from the home district are enrolling, the propriet 
of having the College in Buccleuch Street affiliated wit 
Gilmorehill becomes clear. The question, as we have 
over and over again argued, is pre-eminently one for a 
central authority, like the Scotch Education Depart- 
ment, and a representative of agriculture like the High- 
land Agricultural Society, to take in hand. After forty- 
five years’ labour in training men for public duty, Prin- 
cipal M’Call is entitled to expect that his work will be 
recognised and taken over by the country, so that its 
benefits may be perpetuated on a sound basis.—7'hz 
scottish Farmer. 


Veterinary Surgeons as Jurors. 


The jury list for Leigh was presented to the Borough 
Bench for approval by Mr. J. Mather, assistant overseer, 
yesterday. Mr. A. H. Hayward said he appeared on 
behalf of Messrs. A. E. Darwell and J. W. Bennett, 
veterinary surgeons, to object to their names being on 
the list. In 1905 he took a similar objection, and the 
Bench then struck the names out.—-Mr. Mather said 
veterinary surgeons were not included in the list of those 
entitled to exemption. He had no objection to their 
being taken off, but in the present state of the law he 
must put them on. Surgeons were exempted, but veter- 
inary surgeons were not. He suggested that the veter- 
inaries and Mr. Hayward form a deputation to the 
House of Commons to try and get the law altered.—Mr. 
Hayward: We should be very pleased to do so if Mr. 
Mather would defray the expenses.—The names were 
struck out as well as that of Mr. J. Pendlebury, another 


Leigh veterinary surgeon. 
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Government Veterinary Staff in Ceylon. 


Mr. G. W. Sturgess, M.R.C.V.S., Government VS. 
Mr. E. T. Hoole, Kandy, Asssistant V.S. 
Stock Inspectors : 
B. D. Stephen; G. B. de Silva. 
T. Mahamooth. 
A. M. Fernando. 


M. D.S. A. Wijayanayaka. 
A. Vi Ahamat. 


Western Province 
Northern Province 
Southern Province 
North-Western Province 
North-Central Province 
Province of Sabaragamuwa D. L. Dias. 
Province of Uva P.C. J. Fernando 
Eastern Province No Inspector (G. B. de Silva for 1906) 


Death from Anthrax in Liverpool. 

The deputy coroner of Liverpool conducted an enquiry 
on Wednesday, 26th ult, into the circumstances attend- 
ing the death of John Henry Ashton, a labourer at 
Norley Farm, near Warrington. 

It appeared that Ashton and another workman named 
Gerard went to bring in some cattle on the 11th inst. 
Suddenly one of the bullocks became unwell, and, as it 
was impossible to move it to the farm, the beast was 
slaughtered and then dressed by a local butcher. The 
next day the carcase was despatched to the Manchester 
meat market, where it was seized by the inspectors, who 

found traces of anthrax. It was at once destroyed, and 
at the farm everything that had come in contact with 
the infected animal was disinfected. Meanwhile Ashton 
and Gerard had developed swellings on the arm, and 
upon local medical advice they were conveyed to the 
Royal Infirmary, Liverpool. Ashton became rapidly 
worse, and died yesterday. 
Mr. Bell, tenant of = Farm, said they all thought 
that the beast had died through breaking a bloodvessel. 

He had never had acase of anthrax before. The rest of 

the herd, after examination, were all found to be in good 

health. Every precaution had since been taken to dis- 
infect the farm buildings and the field in which the bul- 
lock died. 

The Coroner : Do you think it was right to dispose of 
it for human consumption ? 

Witness: We all thought it had broken a bloodvessel. 
When dressed the carcase was in perfect order. 


magistrates thanked the ladies who had come forward 
to give evidence in the case. The Chairman said it was 
the unanimous opinion of the Court that a veterinary 
surgeon should engaged in these cases.— Western. 
Evening Herald. 


Personal. 


The King has been graciously pleased to confer the 
honour of a Knighthood of the Most Noble Order of the 
Garter upon Earl Carringion, G.C.M.G., President of 
the Board of Agriculture and Fisheries. 


Mr. William Brain, veterinary surgeon to the Powell- 
Duffryn Colliery Company, was walking along the Brecon 
and Merthyr Railway from New Tredegar to Aberbar 

goed on Sept. 27 when he was knocked down by a 
mineral train. One leg was severed, while the toes of 
the other foot were cut off. Three hours later he was 
found by a man, attracted by his cries for help. He was 
holding his legs in the air in order to check the flow of 
blood, and while first aid was rerdered he smoked a 
cigarette.—- The Standard. 


Obituary. 

Mr. J. Ommaney, veterinary surgeon, of Colchester, 
was drowned at West Mersea on Tuesday night while 
boarding his yacht, the Duchess, from a dinghy. An oar 
which he was handling slipped and he fell into the water, 
the dinghy at the same time capsizing. His companion, 
Mr. Campbell, a local brewer, made a plucky but futile 
attempt to save him. Mr. Ommaney was known 
throughout Essex as a keen sportsman.— Yorkshire Post. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


CERIUM OXALATE—A QUERY. 


Sir, 
Through the medium of your pages I should like to ask 
if any member of the veterinary profession has any experi- 
ence of the use of cerium oxalate, a drug which is well 
known in human medicine. 

It is used to check vomiting in man—especially, I believe, 
when occurring as a complication in nervous diseases. But 
I am not aware that any attempt has been made to intro- 
duce itinto veterinary medicine, and, if such attempts have 


id it come in contact with other meat in Manchester?| } oon made, I should like to know the result. Few of usin 


—I cannot say, but everything has been destroyed on 
the farm. 

A doctor from the Royal Infirmary said that death 
was undoubtedly due to anthrax. _ Gerard, the other 
man, was getting better. 

The jury returned a verdict that death was due to 
anthrax, adding that in their opinion sufficient care had 
not been taken about the disposal of the carcase. They 
thought some action ought to be taken. 


The coroner said the Head Constable of the county 
would be communicated with in regard to the matter.—- 


Liverpool Echo. 


Cruelty to a Puppy. 


towns can now exist without doing more or less canine 
practice, in which persistent emesis—from very different 
and often obscure causes—very frequently demands atten- 
tion. It isin the hope of strengthening my own resources for 
dealing with a very common and sometimes very trouble- 
some class of case, that I ask if any veterinary surgeon uses 
cerium oxalate, which, either alone or in combination with 
bismuth, has been employed by medical men for a § 


many years.— Yours truly, Q ™ 
QUERIS?. 


- VETERINARY SURGEONS AS JURORS. 
ir, 
I enclose cutting from local newspaper for insertion 1? 
The Veterinary Record, which I think will be of interest to 


, ®, Was SUM | rembers of the profession. I consider it is quite time this 


moned for cruelty to adog. . 


matter was taken up by the profession as a body and finally 


Evidence was given by dressmakers, who, from their settled, and not left for individual members to keep protest 


window, saw the defendant with a pu in hi 

wit arms. 
It was alleged he struck it twice on ‘he bead with his 
clenched fist and threw it along the garden, a distance | —— 


of thirty feet. The ladies thought the dog was d 
they saw it next day limping about the pe sy re 
Defendant said he was sorry he lost his tem er, bu 


he could not get the dog away from playing with a little 


rl. 
The Chairman characterised the act 

( asa 

and said defendant was fortunate in uct rm The Yorkshire Post The Western 


ing against.—Yours truly, 
(See p. 213.) A. E. 


Tracts 
n 


Some Forms Frounp IN THE INTESTIN 
or Dirrera AND OTHER GENERA, by A. LINGARD, M.5., 
t| Major E. Jennrnes, I.M.S8. 

Baldrey, Messrs. J. Forbes, E.H. Pratt, 


The Yorkshire Post, The Western Evening Herald, Daily 


prison. He was ordered to pay £2 and costs. The | Mail 
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